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Iroouois Theatre 

RANDOLPH, BETWEEN STATE 
AND DEARBORN STREETS 
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The Iroquois Theatre Company 
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IROQUOIS THEATRE 

Randolph, between State and Dearborn Sts., Chicago. 



Beginning Monday, November 23, 1903. 
Every Evening, Including Sunday. 
Wednesday and Saturday Matinees. 



KLAW & ERLANGER present 

MR. BLUE, BEARD 

The Great Spectacular Entertainment from Theatre Royal. 

Drury Lane, London 

By J. HICKORY WOOD and ARTHUR COLLINS 

Adapted for the American Stage by JOHN J. McNALLY 

The I.yrii s, unless otherwise indicated, by J. Che. \ i t Goodwin. 
Music, unless otherwise ttnlieatcd, bv Frederic Sulc.mun. 
Ballets by Ernest D'Av.ban. 
Produced under Sta«»- I >ircct:nii .if Herbert Gtcsham and N'. il \Vavbi-rt; 
Business Direction of |..s Brooks. Edwin H. Price, Manager. 



SYNOPSIS OF SCENES. MUSIC AND INCIDENTS 

ACT I. 

Scene 1 --The Market Place on the Quay, near Bagdad, (Bruce Smith.) 

Mustapha piois to separate Selim atul Fatima and sell the beautiful Patima to the 
monster Blue Beard. Blue Beard arrives; purchases); laves. Sister Anne falls in love 
with Blue Beard and spurns Irish Patshaw. Blue Beard seizes Fatima and takes bet- 
on board his yacht. 

opening Chorus— 

a. "Come, Buv Our Luscious Fruits," 

b. " Oriental Slaves Are We." 

c. "We Come From Dalmaiia." 

d. Algerian Slave Song and Chorus. 

aa. (irand Entrance Blue Beard's Retinue. Medley Ensemble. 

bb. Song — "A Most Unpopular Potentate." Blue Beard and Chorus 
a. " Welcome Fatima. ' 
vSong— "I'm As Good As I Ought To Be," Blanche Adams. 
Finale— "Then Away We Go." 



POWERS' THEATRE THIS WEEK W. H. CRANE IN 

"THE SPENDERS " 



ILLINOIS THEATRE THIS WEEK CHAS. FROHMAN 

PRESENTS ••ULYSSES" 
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Trains of Quality 



"20th Century Limited" 

CHICAGO-NEW YORK 
IN 20 HOURS 

Leave CHICAGO, daily 12 so p. m. 

Arrive NEW YORK, daily 9 30 a. m. 



A 



Shore 



The La%e Shore Limited 

CHICAGO NEW YORK. 24 HOURS 
CHICAGO BOSTON • 264 HOURS 

Leave CHICAGO, daily 5 30 p. m. 

Arrive NEW Y< >RK. daily «30 p. m. 

Arrive BOSTON, daily 9 03 p. m. 



»» 



CITY TICKET OFFICE. 
180 CLARK STREET 



A. J. SMITH. Gcn'l Passr and Tkt. A«t„ CLEVELAND, OHIO 
C. F. DALY, Chief Assistant C.en'l Pass r A vet., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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CAST OF CHARACTERS 



MR. Hl.l'K BEARD _ MARRY MLFOlI. 

SISTKk ANNE EDDIE FOY 

FA I I M A ... MISS BLANCHE ADAMS 

SKI.IM.. ADKLE R A FTF.R 

imi:r dasher _. bonnie macinn 

ahdam.ah nora cecil 

MUST A I'll A ROBERT A. FVAXS 

IRISH I'ATSHAW HERBERT CAWTHOKNE 

II ATRAC J. SAROXV LAMBERT 

KORAFAl .BESSIE DFVOIK 

AHA] ) DIN ...SAM RICK D 

ABl'MCX . FRANK YoCNt. 

MIRZA _ MISS DCPONT 

/.All ) E E ... MISS WYNNE 

AM1XA. / \ .MISS RICHARDS 

ZARA . .. . Blue Beard's Six 1 MISS UK At "TIC 

X A Dili . .......," Brett v Wives. " MISS WILLIAMS 

BECA... . \ I MISS ROMAINE 

ZOLT ' ' MISS BRANDT 

LA I DOFF . .. BERT KW IXC. 

DCXFOR / \ L. A. MAvSSKTTK 

KXOl'SK. ... ' Blur Beards Six ' C. W. NoRTHKt'I' 

BADCX ' Ik'Iv \Viv«. \ . IOHN VATKS 

BACXCM | '..E 7. MORA 

I'ASSAl 1 1 .. CHACXCKV HOLLAND 

STKLLA, Otieen of the Fairies .. MISS ANA BKLLli WH1TIORD 



Elephant ami Head Ti uks by Lambert ami (ialla^lu-r. 
BOXY BALI. FT: skim'IK Mcnkii . i.itru: iim mw. kokkimx.v. 

Ill \TKKK MIMilll. KI.IZAUKTH II.UMW, IV\ M \ H I i '\V 1 . 
fM.KtilllY MAKIOUK. • \l« •: IN i lOl.I/. 



Cost nines designed by C.. nielli, London. Made by Alias. Atitftiste, Simmons. 
Barueh, D'Allessandri, and Harrison, London. Paris, and Berlin 

Costumes for Specialties, "Ma Henry," "III the Pale Moonlight," •> The Old Woman 
Who Lived In a Shoe," and the Bony Ballet, designed by F Riehard Anderson ; rnmle 
by Klaw & Erlanyer Costume Company. 

Shoes by Cam mover. Tights by the Brooklyn Knitting Co. Wijjs by Clarkson 
London, and Itepner. New York. Electrical effects by I f. Hissing A- Co. 



EXLCUTIVL STAFF 

Business Manager . Mi. Samuel Harrison 

Statfe Manager . Will Carleton 

Assistant Statfe Managers Wm. Plunkett, Carl Kahn 

Musical Director Herbert Dillea 

Ballet Mistress .Mine Sarraco 

Mechanical Department Max. Maz/anovieh. J. Andrew and Wm. Owens 

Properties Wm. Price 

Electrician. . ... Wm. Dunn 

Wardrobe Mistress Mrs Ouist 

Assistant Wardrobe Mistress Mrs. Kelly 

Wardrobe Man Bert Ewinn 

Armorer Wm. Shermna 
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THE THEATRE 

By Charles E. "Nixon 
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HE pioneer days 
of players using 
the vernacular 
were anything b U t 
"palmy." These poor 
wandering Thespians 
were o p p r o b r i o u s 1 y 
called " vagabonds," and 
when they attempted t" 

give performances in the 
larger towns, the author- 
ities, under pressure of 
the prevailing sentiment, 
were ever trying to for- 
bid them. As a result 
of petty persecution and 
municipal meddling, a great change eventually came 
about, bettering both the drama and its expositors, 
for the players wisely abandoned strolling and pre- 
pared to establish themselves permanently 

13 
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Undesirable tenants, the actors were forced, as a 
makeshift, to build houses of their own beyond the 
town limits. Fairly familiar with the classic drama, 
they had neither the means nor the motive for 
reproducing the imposing slave-built theatres of 
antiquity, seen amid the ruins of Rome and Athens. 
As the strollers had been accustomed to performing' 
in the court-yards of humble inns or feudal castles, a 
simple enclosed court served their modest architect- 
ural ambitions. Their most popular model was 
square eighty feet in each direction, the central por- 
tion open to the sky. The enclosure was a quadrangle 
of galleries that were divided into 41 rooms " for the 
wealthy and aristocratic class. Currently these 
" rooms" would flank the stage and be called boxes; 
as it was then the lords and ladies occupied the 
gal leri es exel u si vel y . 

The ground floor was so in reality, for it was 
merely a yard wherein the ordinary spectators had 
to stand. Projected into this space was a platform 
forty feet square which served as a stage. Along the 
base of the rear gallery spanning this stage were 
hung tapestries to shield the space behind, which 
might be used as a dressing-room. The gallery was 
for the use of actors and stage service. Its elevation 
served as an upper room, a balcony, a beetling cliff, 
or the drawbridge of some besieged castle to be 
valiantly defended. This stage was considered so 
spacious that spectators could hire stools and sit at 
the right or left, viewing the play and players at 
close range. 

This severely simple platform, minus scenery or 

14 
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DRESS CIRCLE PROMENADE 



furnishing, save the 
arras at the back and 
its quaking balcony, 
had of necessity to 
represent all the se- 
quence of places that 
the imaginative play- 
wright could demand. 
This poverty of re- 
source may have pro- 
voked the dramatist 
and plagued the actors. Yet the inadequacy and 
provoking plainness appeared to be acceptable to the 
majority of the uncritical spectators in the golden 
Elizabethan age. This condition of simplicity was 
not, however, relished by all the patrons of the 
playhouse. The censorious Sidney, familiar with 
better conditions on the stage of Italy, protested 
against the stage on whieh the scene would seem 
to change continually, simply because there was no 
scenery to be changed. Sidney wrote of it as he saw 
it: "The player, when he comes in, must either 
begin with telling where he is, or else the tale will 
not be conceived. Now shall you have three ladies 
walk to gather flowers, and then we must believe the 
stage to be a garden. By and by we hear the news 
of a shipwreck in the same place; then we are to 
blame if we accept it not for a rock. Upon the back 
of that comes a hideous monster with fire and 
smoke; and the miserable beholders are bound to 
take it for a cave; while in the meantime two 
armies fly in, represented with four swords and 
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bucklers, and then what hard heart will not receive 
it for a pitched held." 

The undertakings advanced by the heroism of the 
poor persecuted players in the elder day of the Kng- 
lish drama, the practical and progressive managers 
have improved and perpetuated and the modern 
architects have beautified. During the past decade 
theatrical architecture has made wonderful advance 
in this country. Inconsiderate travelers may remark, 
in contrast to local achievement, the (irand Opera of 
Paris, the Royal Opera of Vienna, or the wonderful 
stages of Bayretith or Budapest, overlooking the 
pertinent fact that such structures are suhvented 
institutions under governmental jurisdiction or royal 
patronage, while all the opera houses and theatres 
in America are private enterprises, and, generally 
speaking, provide better entertainments and far 
better accommodations for the public than the most 
pretentious of the famous foreign opera houses. 

The American public now. more than ever before, 
demand elegance of environment for their amuse- 
ments, as well as provisions for comfort and security ; 
yet the opportunity for architectural compliance with 
these exactions is restricted by reason of the enormous 
land values in the heart of great centers of civiliza- 
tion, the most advantageous locations for theatres. 

The latest and most noticeable achievements in 
theatrical construction, not reckoning the cost to 
secure the finest results, are significant in the re- 
cherche New Amsterdam Theatre in New York, the 
finest concrete example of L" Art Xouveau in the 

world: the beautiful Nixon Theatre, now approaching 
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completion in Pittsburg;, and last but not least, the 
Iroquois in Chicago, the finest and most complete 
of its many modern houses devoted to the drama. 

The desirable site chosen for the Iroquois is 
close to that associated with the very beginning of 
things theatrical in this municipality nearly sixty 
years ago. It is located within "The Loop," is more 
readily accessible from traction and railway lines 
than any oilier Chicag-o theatre, and has a frontage 
on three thoroughfares, with many avenues for exit. 
The practical part of its promotion as an elegant 
edifice as well as a perfect theatre show the result of 
skill added to good judgment in unstinted financial 
outlay, with a determination to secure the best as 
befitting such an imp< >rtant artistic adventure. Every 
penny of the large expenditure represented in the 
Iroquois was made in the theatrical business. Mr. 
Will J. Davis and Mr. Harry J. Powers, as the result 
of ripe experience, understood exactly what was 
needed. The judicious character of their invest- 
ment is unquestionable and the artistic addition to the 
citv most advantageous. Associated with the Chicago 
managers are Messrs. Klaw and Prlanger of New 
York, and Messrs. Nixon and Zimmerman of Phila- 
delphia, both firms being large producers as well. 

The George A. Puller Company is second to none 
in handling building; enterprises of magnitude, and 
in carrying- them to completion in spite of all ob- 
stacles that the uncertain temper of the times may 
impose. It may be recalled that this corporation 
carried the Illinois Theatre to completion under con- 
ditions that seemed prohibitive, and has been equally 
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successful in completing the Iroquois at a time when 
other builders have been seriously delayed or entirely 
abandoned constructions, discouraged by the attitude 
of labor and contract conditions. 

Mr. Benjamin II. Marshall, the architect, has 
shown admirable capability as a modern theatre 
builder, and in this instance has again given Chicago 
its most beautiful temple of the drama. The Illinois 
Theatre was the first monumental structure of the 
kind in Chicago, and the Iroquois is a surpassing 
second, as the entire building is devoted to theatrical 
purposes. 

The Iroquois presents the most imposing and 
attractive facade to be seen in this city of modern 
structures, and will impress even the most superficial 
observer by its beauty and grandeur. The style, 
architecturally, is French renaissance, which has a 
strong suggestion of the classic. This mingling of the 
heroic and lighter lines is artistically adroit, and the 
result very satisfactory. The Randolph Street front 
is of Bedford stone deeply recessed (sixty feet wide 
and eighty feet high), the admirable proportion and 
architectural treatment making it appear larger than 
it really is. The central feature is a deep French 
coved arch thirty-five feet in width and fifty-two 
feet high, flanked on either side by stone columns 
four feet in diameter and thirty-eight feet high, 
weighing thirty-six tons each. Next to these in cor- 
rect architectural spacing is an engaged pilaster 
four feet wide that returns back of the columns, 
acting in double function. The front view gives the 

impress of double free columns on either side of the 

20 



Digitized by Google 



arch, adding grace and strength to the uplift of the 
edifice. These columns and pilasters rest upon a 
mammoth pedestal of St. Cloud granite sixteen 
feet square. The width of these bases will serve as 
bulletins <>f attractions, for which a space five feet 
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square is recessed and framed in carved leaves of 

laurel, the top center being a rich cartouche. The 

columns and pilasters are surmounted by a cornice 

nine feet high, running across the entire front from 

pilaster to pilaster, breaking back to the face of the 

at 
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arch at the top of either 
column. These returns 
are sustained by elabo- 
rately carved massive 
brackets of French 
pattern. The upward 
continuation of the cor- 
nice forms a pediment 
or gable, the apex of 
which is seventy-five 
feet above the pavement. Above its crown moulding 
is a parapet. Surmounting the center as a terminal 
is a monolith of stone twelve feet wide and fifteen 
feet high. The massive character of the masonry 
will be appreciated when it is stated that this upper 
wall is fourteen feet thick. 

The ornamentation of the pediment is emble- 
matic, showing the semi-recumbent figure of a woman 
heroic in size, representing Tragedy, and the figure 
of a jester, typifying Comedy. They support a richly 
carved cartouche as the central ornament. 

The sculptors of this large group are Beil and 
Mauch, and the carver, Joseph Dux. The figures are 
cut out of the solid stone projection, the relief being 
jj' j feet from the face of the pediment. The size of 
these sculptures may be judged by the fact that the 
ornamental head forming the keystone of the arch 
ten feet below them is 3^6 x 4 feet. 

Springing up within the arched entrance are a 
pair of stone pilasters thirty-four feet high, support- 
ing a cornice spanning the arch at the beginning 
of the curve. The upper members of this gable are 
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cut out as a broken pediment, allowing space for the 
sculptured bust of a noble Iroquois that Mr. Davis 
selected as typical from his large library Americana. 
Back of this arch is an elaborate screen of orna- 
mental iron work (in which the Winslow Brothers 
have fairly outdone the Germans in their handicraft). 
This screen is set with heavy plate and jewel glass, 
giving light and airiness to the inner lobby and 
outer front. Five pairs of wide mahogany doors 
with glass panels give entrance to a vestibule 20x40 
feet, with an eighteen-foot ceiling beamed and pan- 
eled with marble. This is elliptical in shape, allow- 
ing room for ticket and other offices on either side, 
their windows being an attractive feature of the 
otherwise plain solid construction. At the east end 
ornamental iron stairs lead to the business offices of 
the house and to the third floor above, the manager's 
private office. A second series of swinging doors 
admit to a foyer truly palatial (sixty feet wide and 
eighty feet long), with a colonnade of pavonazzo 
pillars carrying the ceiling upon groined arches sixty 
feet above the tessellated floor. It is by far the most 
majestic interior in this city or in this country, 
rivaling many vistas to be seen in the Congressional 
Library in Washington. In the dignity of its dec- 
orative disposition it suggests some kinship with the 
latter noble structure; but its lines are lighter, its 
treatment not so severely studied, while its originality 
is worthy of the highest praise. 

A point worthy of remark is that the foyer of this 
house is not only in itself wonderfully impressive 
and attractive, but its relation to the auditorium is 
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s i n g u 1 a r 1 y h a rmo> 
nious and effective. 
All parts of the house 
arc open from this 
noble, lofty room of 
entrance, and in turn 
it is intimately close 
to the great audience 
room — the architect 
has turned the trick 
□£ the angle to per- 
fection. To see and 

, , VIEW OF FOYER FROM DRESS CIRCLE 

be seen is the duality 

of advantage presented for the patrons of the 
Iroquois. 

The colonnade of tinted marble pillars on white 
marble bases sentinel the sides of the foyer, and 
mark the landings along the graceful lines of the 
grand staircases rising along the wall of the outer 
courts. These broad, easy ascents have five landings 
opening upon balconies that project between the 
columns, the ornamental iron filagree supporting 
graceful candelabra used as electroliers. The wall 
dado, as well as the wall itself, is of white marble, 
while high up along the line of the second story is a 
succession of arched French windows ornate with 
graceful little balconies. The draping of these win- 
dows show rich oriental colors, and their frames are 
set with plate mirrors which add to the brilliancy of 
the decorative detail and magnify the spaciousness 
of the interior. Pendant from the bosses of the 
groined arches arc Etruscan crystal bowl lamps, giv- 
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ing soft light to the stairs and the plastic beauties of 
the ceiling. Deeply tufted settees, upholstered in fine 
fabrics, are in every embrasure along the walls of the 
foyer and highway of the stairs, giving a fine color 
note to the marble walls, the delicate veining of the 
pavonazzo pillars, and the decorations of the coves 
and arches. The line of these staircases leading to 
the dress circle and balcony is fascinating in its 
formation, framing the pillars of the inner court, 
whose capitols sustain an elaborate cornice and a 
number of heavily recessed arches along the balcony 
promenade. In turn these lead to ornate beaming 
around a skylight, 20x40 feet, of delicately tinted 
glass in cloud forms, studded with jewels, giving the 
effect (from concealed lights) of stars in the changing 
clouded sky. 

The ladies" parlors and check rooms are at the 
center of the foyer to the left, and opposite are sim- 
ilar conveniences for gentlemen. These rooms sink 
under the broad staircases clear of the foyer. Below 
stairs on the right is a gentlemen's smoking room 
fitted up with special reference to its use. The whole 
effect of this foyer is delightful in detail and striking 
in its dazzling ensemble. 

There are a number of interesting innovations in 
the construction of this building that will never be 
seen by the public. There are no obstructing pillars 
in the body of the house to interfere with the fine lines 
of sight. The dress circle and balcony are carried upon 
cantilevers that upon an eight-foot anchorage carry 
an overhand of twenty-six feet, the enormous roof 
trusses on the rear wall holding down the cantilevers. 

26 



Digitized by Google 



4 

Gl a s s • panel e d 
doors, swinging be- 
tween the arches on 
the north of the foyer, 
lead to the parquette; 
a similar entrance for 
the dress circle is 
directly above, and 
that for the balcony 
on the third floor, all 
parts of the house. vestibule 
being accessible from the grand foyer. As for 
exits, they are far more numerous, the entire north 
frontage being available for such service in case 
of emergency. Another large emergency exit leads 
across the stage to Dearborn Street from the passage- 
way and doors behind the boxes on the south side of 
the auditorium proper. The directness of entrance 
and the availability of exits are a praiseworthy fea- 
ture of this admirably planned house of amusement. 

The great audience room is attractive in its 
arrangement, spaciousness, and decoration. It is 
wide, compared with its depth (ninety feet wide by 
seventy-one feet in depth), this shell shape giving 
direct lines of sight and aiding the excellence of 
acoustics, so that the stage entertainment can be 
thoroughly enjoyed by every spectator. 

The aisles are wide and the distance between the 
rows of chairs is two inches more than ordinary. 
The latest and best systems of heating and venti- 
lation have been installed, so that the pure-air prob- 
lem has been successfully solved. A series of col- 

587 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



umns seven feet from the rear wall of the lower floor 
follow the curve of the rear row of seats supporting 
the unseen cantilevers, adding grace to the structure 
by carrying a series of attractive electroliers. The 
dress circle sweeps in a flat curve so high above the 
parquette that the top of the proscenium arch can 
be seen from every seat. 

There are 744 seats in the parquette, not counting 
the box seats, numbering 24, one of the largest lower 
floor capacities in the city. The dress circle has 465 
seats, with two upper boxes accommodating 16; and 
the balcony has seatings for 475, making a total of 
1,724 chairs, with plenty of good standing room on 
each floor. 

The ceiling under the dress circle is effectively 
treated in a decorative way with elliptical panels, 
delicately defined, giving the effect of a Titanic fan 
spread open. The paneling of the walls is in French 
style and the color scheme of the house is American 
Beauty red, opulent in association with neutral tints 
of green and gold used on the plastic details. Around 
the house on all floors is a wainscot six feet high, of 
curly Hungarian ash. 

Over the proscenium is a sounding board twenty 
feet wide, its Rococo paneling giving the key to all 
the ornamentation about the frame of the stage, 
involving the order of its proscenium boxes. The 
line of the elliptical proscenium arch is ornate with 
wreath of laurel leaves: the opening is forty-one feet 
wide and thirty-six feet high. The orchestra pit 
is spacious, with ample room for forty instrumental- 
ists. The projection in front of the footlights is 
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eonvexed and decorated in conformity with the pre- 
vailing style of the house. 

In the rear of the boxes there is ample space, 
which will allow plenty of room for comfortably dis- 
posing of wraps, bonnets, hats, and such other wear- 
ing apparel as patrons may desire to discard before 
entering the boxes. 

The plan of the decorations in the Iroquois is one 
full of variety in design and color and more sumptu- 
ous than anything hitherto attempted in a Chicago 
theatre. 

The walls of the vestibule are of white marble, 
with a subtle treatment of antique gold in the ceil- 
ing, leaving the total effect very rich yet quiet. 

As you enter the foyer, the effect is in rich con- 
trast to the vestibule. The walls are of white mar- 
ble, with pavona/.zo columns. Around the mirror 
panels on both sides of the flanking stairways is a 
welcome velvety red. The draperies and furnishings 
in a deeper tone of this same color are important 
notes of the decorative scheme. 

The foyer ceilings and domes in the richest col- 
ors of green and rose tints of the French Renaissance 
style, liberally elaborated with gold, add brilliancy 
and crispness to the general tone of this beautiful 
harmony. 

The color scheme of the auditorium is as beautiful 
as it is appropriate. The colors are quiet and neu- 
tral greens on the ceilings and a rich red on walls 
and with gold in the boxes and draperies. 

The colors of the proscenium arch and entabla- 
tures of boxes are soft green and silver gray. 
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All constructional 
parts have the color 
of French statuary 
bronze and verdigris, 
elaborated with ivory 
tones. 




The auditorium 
ceiling is a wcll- 



LADIES' BOUDOIR 



blended sky effect done in soft greens, cerulean 
blues, and mauves, with clouds in grays and pearl 
tints. 



It will be observed that the facings of the boxes, 
dress circle, and balcony are in keeping with the 
colorings in the great Bounding board over the pros- 
cenium arch. 

This color scheme, with the deep rich red of the 
walls back of the scats in tone with the warm tones 
of the pavona/./.o marble, combine to make this inte- 
rior a triumph of elegance in decoration. 

The designing and decorating of the Iroquois 
Theatre throughout is the work of the W. P. Nelson 
Company, an old-established Chicago firm, who also 
did Powers' Theatre, this city, the New Amsterdam 
Theatre of New York City, which has attracted 
much attention on account of its striking originality 
of design and coloring, and the new Nixort Theatre 
in Pittsburg, Pa., now nearing completion. 

Mr. St. John Lewis has provided two exquisitely 
painted curtains, unique in their significance. The 
asbestos, or fireproof curtain, shows a summer scene 
on the Mohawk River, made from a sketch by the 



All the coves are finished in Sienna. 
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artist himself, from which, however, he has eliminated 
every semblance of modern civilization, with the 
view of illustrating the historic valley as it might 
have appeared 150 years ago, when its banks were 
peopled with the Iroquois Indians only. The picture 
is in the artist's best style, and was suggested by the 
following verse by Mrs. Lydia H. Sigourncy : 

Vc say their cone-like cabins 

That clustered oY-r the vale 
Have disappeared as withered leaves 

Before the autumn gale ; 
Hut their memory liveth on your hills. 

Their baptism on your shore ; 
Your ever-rolling rivers speak 

Their dialect of yore." 

The act drop is a study rich and mellow in autum- 
nal tints. It is a landscape also, and treated in Mr. 
Lewis' best style, intended to illustrate the following 
lines by Greer : 

" October, tinting the summer skies. 
Had ranged on a scaffold of mist 
Ilis gold, and crimson, and purple dyes, 
And russet and amethyst." 

The plush curtain, which is of rich velvet of a 
beautiful red to harmonize with the color of the 
auditorium, is ornamented with a portrait of Sagoya- 
wata, or Red Jacket, a chief of the Senecas, and later 
the most celebrated chief in all the tribes in that con- 
federacy of Indians known as the Six Nations, or 
Iroquois, after which the theatre is named. This 
curtain was made and ornamented by Marshall 
Field tv Co., who also furnish the draperies. 

The stage of the Iroquois Theatre is spacious, 
modern, and perfectly appointed, with a depth of 
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lilt y- three feet and a width t»f i i o feet. The rising 
loft is seventy-six feet from the stage floor and is 
Relieved to be the best constructed ever placed in a 
theatre. The full width of the stage corresponding 
with the proscenium opening is entirely clear under- 
neath, and of sufficient depth to j^ive working spaee 
for the most elaborate and pretentious of stajje 
productions of every description. There are two fly 




PROSCENIUM AND BOXES 

galleries on either side of the Stage, all of steel eon- 
struetioti. and a steel paint bridge on the rear wall 
unites these upper galleries. 

There are thirty-six dressing rooms, all targe and 
comfortably furnished, and most of these above and 
on the south side of the sta^e. They are readily 
reached by broad, easy stairs, and, wonder of wonders, 
have an elevator that works at every performance 
instead of merely lifting baggage at the be^innin^ 
and conclusion of an engagement. The supernum- 



cranes have lar^e n »«»nis in a separate pari the 
basement. Adequate aco >nmn >dation t • >r the per- 
formers is unusual, hut Mr. I)avis, who iuau- '.-.rated 
drastie reform in dressing-rooms in the building of 
the llavmarket, lias elahi united on his original ideas 
eonifort in the Iroquois. 




.; i 



Digitized by Google 




Google 



From Sauganash to Iroquois 

"O'.trir.ic *hi* '"iiu •■• »ntt— •» *«•' wen {!i«'"v Hvu K'ir«<j».-;in puwvtN 
(Kni(*>tn<1 anil Fntnt'ei tn" *"i|iri»iiMej* 'jp>n »he c*»>nt 4 n>'nt« 'hi- lnMin<»i > < 
•m Ki<n«"aUv r"««"r'.l «n *'>»■ Bitf'is!' Sil^rvst untl'tw irth»*- ,, riH»*»nn 

His*!'"} ''iirij;««":««H '\,ini;i!rs i»f ns»rv <li"»]n ,,- jr«* v tilo:'. tJi»»re • lav- 
»«: i !)'• r:i-:«.i . ( »r mm. •tuT'"'!*' ilev»<* '"n 'h;«n te*e tu'Wil in iln-w wruts 
t >\;m.-I tiy •!!.• |r<niM"i-. Mm: •-•■xuiii*' wHcn 'h'-y mia*"»lwl :'- 

"Is'liv." / i // t, ( t, ,'in ■-/// If; '1 -i i t fJl, In /• ill />l v l'« c" Vi'tfu 

.ii>' • f, i." d\ //*i-iH.t- I., .if AV'.v^t utt / Jaw** II til, 

Two-thirds of a Century In the 
Theatrical History of Chicago 

7iv t:Juard Freiherger 

11K .in Et! ;i;4'> '. a- -n a r.uiP.o"* n'*« 
lr:.t. :\a* »•»•:• •. "i tthMl tin* 

W !:.t> 'i'-wt a*1'W It. P» :n "i:jsn" »*i ♦ 
and ;>'■« i;\ , • »tay ;»l\»ures haw 
'.»'•<•:. i;*sf«»"d«d ':'>:ti yea** U« year, the ehant.es 
iirir«» . . the vnr.ali'in*. rotable, ami tin 
•:.)a.N "i'.njH nd»»u«s I in '.vii'H 1 . ; :' V»»U wi'I, the little village "I 
t Is :* . i v» « • nil Aittgust i is;, An c km lion for viilasje triititees 
,v.»s held and only t\\r:r. \ n ! j;!;t vt les w cu**t. This wa> 
>;rv'y ■»*w!i'v vear« .14". A 'nuT.Lh !a*. .r the aitnal •noluj«iv 
'•■ ill* <l"a:i.a i:< l > liitti] s .' a">e v!s J !»".e, the lurtuin Ih^'u* 
-»» : ">." 'v*.* 'l thf treaty v •!> I:: l:au<'\as n : j<**i >'.. Wry few 
••• I'U -- ]<:i'.' :;i -."v l'.-*.'.. ralo'j" 1 ' •< — reinahled ; n the 

••■• : ::i"y, A v\v staid a* Muts, lll : ia»"s. tK eaMHnalh/ a few 

■ iiitid warn)- v in tn i«»v*i fri«»l MacMtiaw. K'K Ka;»:<.s. ar.<l 
T iiwrx' r.ay. Muhi^a-:. 1 :'.u-y were all [tcateMil. Ttivre 

■ ere ;»!aivs r»t' a*;ui>enn-::i in »he \*ii]aj»c. atl'l the entertain* 
:■), :ii «miviile«1 !»y tile inlial>ita:i:s wa*« m«»hl primilive. Charles 
1 "leaver, \v1i«» enme lure in lite autumn «»t' 1 wrote: "In 
'he winter «>f ;| am««<'inents «.;' any kind were few and 
•'ar liehveen, One fine moonlight ni^'n. when the iee was 
•<'»»d. the "i'/a'A' it{ I'hieaX" ltit*ue*1 rn*i i"« »r a ■^kati- and a iridic, 
and -.v<- had it. There must have 'x-u at least a hnndjvd 




:k :•-.•>!*.> ..i) tin r'.wr 1'Hu'ui: WYKs MiW. ,uid ihv 
J::< uuaii-tiR-. fin.- htm.lwd pw*«»r.s thv wlu.lv <•:' Chun,^. ' " 
!<•-• l-viv.iu-r. pk-n.sv. 'ha" tin- vi'.la-*- was not mvi: 1:1- '.<> >vUYr- 
.\- ;\ vvtuiy as 1 twenty year-. niter t!ie l:r-t iim;H was 
mm: l>v John Km /.v. Ma : m la.nv and par tv had visited U: : 
vay. > nil tiurr way m :1k- <». IVtvr's River, and in t'u- mara- 
<>i the c\]n-. ; .:t imi; . M- lvr:i'. : i:;' (Ik- w ritvr. si\- •• \\'.. 
\> 1". 1 much 1 lisap] i' u 1 _ 1 1 ■ 1 m CY.vaia> ami its vivir.it v. Th-. 
vmn.yv presents :m c!n 1. nnv; prospwts, a> ni.twk'nstaiidino; :l> 
a::i ii put \ , 1 1. - n: - ; <>f lu:t lev, hut-. inha'mu-d i.v a im-e- \o >]>. 
: a-.-v nt nan. svarwsv viptal !< > tin- 1 ndiar.s 1mm wli< >m iln.-v av- 
(lv>r<.'iul«'(l. Tl-vir l.>:< 1i"i:m-s aw h>w. li'aky. and dis",i!s-;n>. 
dj-playn:- rmt ;:u- k-ast eomWrt As a place of limmi s> it 
• •rTvrs :n« imhtwnu-m tlu.- sev.Yr ; wr *.iur whole ainmim <•:' 
tva.lv on tlu- lakv .li.l n< -t v.wot.-d tlu.- var^<, of tivv or s:.\ 
s-..-'io..nvrs. wvn when the garrison wvvmvd its sii]>plit-s i"r. .t:> 
Ma ' i::av 

Slil't tin- villam.- pu.-nNsv'. and ii: tlu- year 1 - 3;,. ilur:i; : < 
which there we a- hat 'our an-.v;iK or' lake vral't. it >>t v, am/e< '. 
a "lvbatin^ society with tU-n. J van Bapilstr Bean'men as prvs:- 
deim and soon thereafter i.-;mic the tirst pnhlie vnmrtamnierr. 
to which an admission ice was charged. The cVvYi^e /h »u- 
■ > ■'/ <•: Tuesday, l-Ylu v.vv is, ima, printed the t<>llo '.vnn, 
advertisement , thv first vwr published in (. niva^o in "la- inter- 
ests oi amusements : 

Exhibition 

/, v ,':,/:,'! it, limit*. //> /v/w.v 

{>iir if-, hi- .'' imr th tr-iit months <>/ .-••/•/•.•:. . 

The Laities and < i<-n: k-nu-ii • •( Chicago arv most ri'>peiti it.t. -fiiiv.' 
! \:a: Mr. l»..\v«-r>. !'r.»lV>s,.!- <U- mi-.rs Amtisant. has arrived in mwi:. an.'. 
\v -'!! <;ve an !-'.\ 1 1 e >•', n >n ai -he la.::tt Mr. 1». <irav^. an Monday i-vvr.- 
inv; :n-\l 

Part First 

Mr. Lowers will lu:iy fK-r^'iKiu- Monsieur Ctmit/vrt, tin- i-.._-i> la.iT.j. 
/•Viv AY/.'c who si 1 tnui-ll astonished *.V.v |Ji"P',i' of Kisroj-i..-. aral v:-. thn. 
ltis w. .inlct-f-.il fhvn:a-al IVrformanvv. He will (travv a nil !i. a ii<n 
.'.i. t-iss his tongue, hatnls, c-.i-., ami will partake of a eonitoiui U'.v warm 
supper by t-HliliK life balls, hr.-nin^ seallllir was. tivv eoais of Is;-.-, nivhvi! 
'.v. n'.. lie wil'. dip li-s r.a^. rs a: melleit le.nl. and make i.se . .f a 1 ■ <'■ h»x 
s;..,...fi nmvi-v the same I.. Iiis aioilth. 
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Part Second 

M" I - '-'V- ui.l :i::r«»«liav many atmi-aiK. V;iIm I < ,■;! r r i/oj mi >u a;,v 
/.,'. . '••.'..' /-v. many . .1' whirl i aiv ..retinal, ami numerous i«. in-;:: > -i. 
A;!.'i:n,i'i a- . >-»-:its. . li: Id tvr. aa' t' j.-u 

l':!mma;aa- ;.. e.unn-a re:-., at «..:i-'ly i.an.la- lii;h: Scats veil. '• :• 
:-.-..-:-.. ! .|- La.1i.-s. an-.l .-eery attention pai-.l m tin- .•..mf.'ii an.; 
n a • ■ - : :la- s| a ■<-' .at . ■ :'v Ti; !-...-.- t-a la- l.a.i at tie- Isn 

T:i. '.nunc of Mr. ]>. Craves, referred to. was tin,- Mansion 
Hon-...-, a". Nil. .>> Lake Street, owned In- Lcxter <i raves, 

Emer the pioneer of local dramatic critics. Tin :iv>t criti- 

t,-»: ..la public perfi irniaiti e of aitv kind ever published in a 

newspaper was the u >}'.< nv:ii;j, editorial paragraph in 

•li-. / A' ' i > ill i't" Wcdilesdav, |uuc li, | -34 : 

''A'.- w :.- 'rule ili-Hs/hl'-' 1 as. .-'..-nm^ with 1 la- | a- 1 t 01 i nan . • ■ of 
Mi. K.-r.v -n hy. He :» cvriainiy an are. mi ]>'■:- a, Writ 1 -q n>: , and :> 
.-a- ■"'. I.--'. • -. Mipimt-t or" I Ims,- -.via -".•,• I ltn.-t-sti'! 1 n a . 1 : s| :.| ., \' ot ti a: 1 1 1 a"-, 
-aiN. tt: : ia • lit • -tr. 1 >a.-' 1 tan • . ha n_pr-.-s.-nt- m.-v.-i: p.. ru-ei ly <.;isrim' 
.l-.aaa •...-«. am! carries "item al thr. .tttfli •■■ a-ltrtrat :oa 1|. | :.-• I '..-;:: - 
a. a:;.- ..ih.-r very intvv*: inx Km In. It w iil lie seer, *.y role-en. e ••• !i:s 
n..'-'« •-. a-..i|>..-r tuluimi. ;l:at la- may '<•<• l.mm! Mr the hist time a' 
I'.-. ■ tr. i -it Hall" this. 1 marc This ■ ■[ ;| » >ri -.1:1 u c will m-l In- -si Ly 
tie --a- a a - r.a '. 1- an nUeres. : a e \ 1 1 1 ' r ! - '. m.s o; : la- k i n 1 1. " 

kenieillhe! that this was onlv a few months after the I*< >tta- 
wat lei'.-, - had iriven up their "lands t<> the white man. Chicago 
wa-s ih.-.l; inning to make historv. On June 1 < >. 1S34. C. Rlisst- 
o.e. e a concert, and th.en came the usual small, very small. 
c:ret> with the still smaller side -how. In the spring of 
when dour was selling for Sj- a barrel. Uncle Sam gave Chi 
cue," a p«<<>friee. And tiler., on June is, is-,:, eame "a liov- 
eltv in Chicago." This was the first fair, held by "the ladies 
of tiie 1'rotestant Episcopal Church of this town." The town 
wa- :;n.\v:iie, and it required only "live days by daylight 
to 00. by coach to St. Louis.' The population had grown 
on I December n. ls;,s.to .L-7'>- Tl'.e town had forty-four stores, 
four druggists, two breweries. ..ne iron foundry, eight taverns 
one lo;»erv ollice. one bank, live churches, seven schools, 
twenty-two lawyers, fourteen doctors, a lveeum, and a reading 
room. Rut actors, dramatic critics, and press agents were 
con-pa -.laiis by their absence. Amusements were at a stand- 
still until the Chicago Harmonic Society gave its first concert 

at the Presbyterian Church. Friday evening. December 11, 
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lek'hrate the opening of a new Hire of mail coachvs livtwevti 
Chka^o and iJelroii, wliirh event took place January u. f+y*. 
There must have hern lover-* nf Shakes'" 'urr in Hi*.- vicinity, 
for rVbvnary m, p;d, ihe ( 'fiftttx" Ih'i/mrti/, width was pinV 
I "shed every Wednesday, announced ihut two towns hint 1hx*ii 
laid out eitfht mtle> from each oilier not far from LaKc Mich- 
igan, and about thirty miles from 1'hicae.n, an'! thai tln'y were 
iMt1t«d respectively Koni«-<» and Jn'i«-t, The iunii<' the latter 
has shift' heiii changed to Ji»)jel. An anyone who pi-normcd 
professional")" in tllo-r days «»> vuUi il an actor, it i- not sit 
pri-m;* 'hat the jlr-t ••xhihttiou of p*i»n-».-.ini:al actors" in lh>- 
vi« S!i;» v nih :i cir» •::«., and • iii'.'d "Til** I •"and tdju* *Vvm:i 
Ari-jui." ThtHW.it :*i ssrp't "'."V** or Oeio'« *• us' i-v>. the- hv<h- 
tf'U "oi-wg "ot-atvd "ii a \>»[ it\ Ni.-. 1 7'j. 17). all'! i-t< Lul.«- 
>'.'.ii',. < >no of il'a atlr,ieti'»n-% « n-»*i *"••'• r '»\ :)n :ia* , *e Ka'o'i 
Sl>»:.e. »v 5 to »mj< .Vat'ircd In the ina^i^i nv-nt si» "lir^riii't^i 
I l v j : njUi'j»trsutt." S'ic.i "..,'1 previous* v ht«>ii a isii%»? i»>\ .*!! 
U. ' t t*'i' O ni" IV, X' a- Yo'**. and " a- « - »*sit:!k'i! a- )n-:i <• 
!ii»wi;&vr lii'ti] " a ]<iiit o: lidir." A u« son "»r* tn'in-eiiiem 
::i tli-'-^e <!a\ - l-":i-,;^u«1 of uaivh'n^ t!v 'i.iti- rut • -he the 
nu*iKy from I'lu'.- Sam, This h.i'jjvm-d «'vry \*L.ir. "hn* r»ijl\ 
two of these payie"!:* l« nil. p'uee after The -vem* 

this f'.i'.V.e e MeVUit' line Si' Wii-laid «"i the. pru'r.c ol* !!,•• We-*. 
>:']•• ii 1 " tht (.'hieu^o kiver, 'I 'v I :i«l;.m« ;^.r i.er. '1 'V' »ni : : ,r -»:ir. 
rnnu.li'iyf iT»m,try. a%'1 ••\ , « ,,, y «»nv *»i ;h» in iiei ! %vi| i*h n.ttn'l*. 
evti*. -;:m ui' Sn«. wlikh \a«- u-tMily )><i\<\ '»':! in thiv \-iu<> >;]> »•:■ 
lia If J <"1 Ill's. 12ve!'y lh'iiail, si|uii\v, ami ;ni'»»H»-e ixn^'ivtij liial 
aiiioitm. ;iiirl the eunni'ij; <>i' the Ionian as^» rtitl I'Keh' i:i this, 
ilia* he wa- always ahleto uiMiiee I'ste'e Sam j<.ty htui ,Sjf>in 
trn^i i'r»rait tinhorn v\t\M 

« >!t Mafeh 4, 1 7, t'liicajt'i wa.- iiinonorateil a> a i*ji\, ami 
it may be saiil in truth that the drama in I'hieajjo i< practteally 
a^ >>h\ as the city it-ell*. i'i»r >*n May 2^. I 'van \- MeKinitey 
applu-d :<» the Common t'oimeil for a liven>e to " open a ihealiv 
in <onu mutable l>nihlin>C for the term of one «»r more month* 
as iht- l»'W : ne»< may answer." Tin* two pi*itie<-lN ju-titiojiefl 
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Across Three 
fountain J^anges 



The Ozarks, The Kiamichi 
and the "Boston fountains 



MAGNIFICENT SCENERY. WHICH CAN 
BE COMPLETELY INSPECTED FROM 
THE LIBRARY-OBSERVATION SLEEPERS 
OPERATED BETWEEN ST. LOUIS AND 

SAN ANTONIO aaaaaaaaaa 



Write for Copy of Illustrated Book entitled 



NIL: I klSCO .MAGAZINE " 



EN ROUTE TO TEXAS 



THE 




TRAVERSES 



F C. REILLY 
General Agent 

5)2 Marquette Bldg., Chicago 



A. HILTON 

General Passenger Agent 
St. Louis. Mo. 



i*u authorities n> make the license payah'.e weekly, nut the 

:•<. '!'•'"-'« denied, the Council naming s-i-'" as l la amount, 

]•;■> •• '.ins was 1"" much for them to pay. for t:n-\ k it the 

t :t\ v. it 'i.mu giving a pi n'.-rmam-f. Mr. Kdwiu I »i .-.a was the 

I'a* 1 1 ' the l.minih ,at:\^. Miss Julia Lean. Mr. M.:ku::,v\ 

had '<c. ■:: a popular actor at the I'.oucry Thcattc. New Vn,;, 

:r ! i a a ft erw ar> 1 I n -i a nu- I 1 u ilrsl inan;i-v:' I'.igh 

S;:i : Theatre in Hut':'a!<., N • York 

\ • -v. a-l i.-n to tlu- tin nmv "... tla- ih -t per forra a : ;-. e . a ph-.% 

•r. CI. a ago. The lh>t petition that nu i witl: tin. u\o;- of :h< 

y< a. :u_. . '" > wns the f. rllow in- : 

•• ' IJiVsijf'i. • >:■■.. -hei I-, 18 7. Tile sn'. I »••••«. 1 1 1. r ■. 1 . a lion 

H..r.. the Ma •. . : a-. ! i' -I a t ].. f---, . ! < "1: , ..^ ■ ■ : 1 : ,1 

Hccjim.- l>> |n-rf< trni p!av>. a. ;•; , :i v. 'I \,>-\ 1 \ ■-; " (. LfulJy r«-| • s. ai that 

:':!;•. i-'.i ■, 'aian. at :s inu-ti-.'.r.l 1 a'i a.1 a 1 U 1 net I- -r, ;i- > ' . us i.si.'.iv.in ri: 
: '-'a' an- . r 1 •. . 1 1 ; 1 . 1 ^ 1 - ■ 1 .Hi. 1 a.i ' 1 ■ a a- . ■ : !:\ ; !a a a ;., ;'a. .a . -I a., 

a';,, ' ' aaa-^ - ■ la- 1 ia. . . a a- ■ a a reVe. I ai '. Ii, 1. . Ma: ! ; ( 

, a : . t email! la it- ili.i an; I'.r- a a . ' e a a a ; 1 i 1 1 ; 1 1 1 I 1 . - •■ : 1 :., t. , 1,, , . , |. . ;., 

1 ;. 1. a : . , ■ " v 1 - 111. a e n i< 'la v ai : In- •. a than whal Una \\a ! I . ■ \ : ..a. ' ' l .iia.,; 
a -'a. a a. ■ I. 1 1 kt . . . v.a ■ la a la.a; laal ai , II e'-'; .. ., a- la, is, 

••i'.i-H. ■ , a- 'a,,., a, ia' , n a' a 1 . a : a . .. a a a . 11 Wurn : A Mekea/a 

' 1. 1.- p.-- ' a. rs i.-.|i:r>: lias :'. ••:>•• !'• -i s - . ai' ail la , a . 1 ., ; • ...a ,a ,,, - | . 

Hoanl.' 

I Council fixed tin- lieen>e ai si.'s |.,r tla; war. a ah 
whth- ']■:• petitioners protested that it was to., nua Is. tliev 

paid ita 

.\- ;i:e last two theatres to ha opened in Chicago pmtaliv 
'nea: Italian names — Illinois and lro.p:o> <■> r' n ... : p-„- | lu nie 
lite drama in this city likewise }v<w an Indian nam.;, that of 
Saitaataoh. The first pate presented, in Chicago was given in 
'.he dining-room of the deserted Saugaiiash Hoi e!. whit h stood 
<>i: a .a of ground that is now doubly historical, for on the same 

sp.a •••ere was erected, in , the famous - Wigwam." which 

was Pv.rned in the great tire of » >ctoher n. i-"U and ir. which 
Abraham Lincoln was first nominated for -he presi.k-ncy. on 
May is. [s (J o. One of the most prominent of theearL settler-, 

• .\ -;.a aiu'tit lias tua n p o I > 1 1 s ;i-a . I in N'ov Vurlc that '.hi l:a: draiv.ati. 
ui. a i a a ■ ■■■ air ,i;ivei! in l'hicai;<> t < ■< .k pl.ua- < ai Si.-ptvi:ihi- r 1... 1 - ; Mrs 
la. st. - tT. ;s,.r. M.it-Ki n. n- apfa arinK as H. I. n. in •• The Hun. ina.a ' 
As ia, u -..ia. as were not all.. we. 1 a. play wit'aait lueiises. an.i as n.na 
u .1 - -s -.-.;.- a. a r u tt ( »c!-.lhT i7. . -• ;-. tit.- st.cenient is eiTtainlv inn aa e. i 
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WPNELJON COMPANY 

DECORATOR5 £> 




tion 



fi J 



DESIGNERS' 

OF BEAUTIFUL 



.^:s .r?r?,?ORS 

THEATRE in Chicago, the NEW YORK 
THEATRE and th; NEW AMSTERDAM 
of JVeto Kor* Citt? * The latter, just 
recently opened to the public, has attracted 
much attention on account of its striking 
originality of design and coloring Jf J& The 
interior of the NEW NIXON THEATRE 
of "Pittsburg, noW under construction, Will 
shortly be completed by us JS Correspon- 
dence solicited With architects and owners 
about decorations of all descriptions M JT 



a a-. Ma; '•, L- a .a.-i: . a I a. ,'. a. :a ,; l i-i.* ' I '.. a;'a. ;• a a . . .. a.-, .eh 

a '•• '• -a ..p. the ant Maia'i . t, ai.oa: |.». I.-. : 

.is*. :i • •:' hake Street, eoevwteil it into a l;r.a; ;i, ani eailee, 
t the Sataaaai -la Ihaaa.ew y. ie, v. v.-- Ih.m; a- i-'-e. aiaor 
• •: the j 1 1 i j 1 1 a a i ' 1 1 •. • i ' ■ a - dI 'ha a e,\ 1 1 . a a y-' an : : ; e: c ware ao <•:::• : 
,i'i.i:-ri ! at--, la.- a*' i:H rrtor'am ;'..<■ |k- -oh — re-aai :u-. aaa 
, ;ai- - — wh! : a a- r/1' :i i ; ; a . aa-i (> <r \a av- c.;:il \a ars m. anna,]; 
-afJ' 'a.e- i-i.:r t'-aa- a h "■ i . .1-1 ■ Mark lh .ah. a a a;a: 1 - 

:',.-!■ 11. •. ' a,; a A ,, : ■;.,,va':la. i a : : ! . i a I , i a -. a '■ : - a I a - 

:-ai- ai lvn,K.i f .aa I '. '. : r. ■ •: -, , Ap- :l i i . i - - i . aa ': : . - ; ■ a'. ; - a n am 
to latter nnaa. The lavr-t: was r.atm -I a:ar a I. ah' hrew! 
[a-haaa .. ha a Waaaaiash . riaiiin:-.; ' ■ la - ah:. " til- a a h t a a' a. 
v.a< Ih'.'y (aiM'V-ll are la- aa- aorv. a: ('i.aa.'.a a'- ait taa -a. a 
17-... II:- -a'aa : -: -as! r., a a . a ae 1 1 '. - 1 . ■ >lra. 1 a a: ti,, 

Itn: -''1 Aiu'.ya awl in-- m-'tin.-r a 1' aa'ait-a-a -eiaaw S h 
i a a a. ■ ; ( I ! ,: a:/ aim;: tin- year 1 - a : . a i a ', -. .< , } 1 n-; :•. a ■ a ma- . ,; 
i.ai- r;,---t c a,- ; eea- m- ali'l ti-oa'ar 'ia;;v- ::i tin.- aanaaiT.; . 
lh haa at C'i.ma : .l I'.h.als Iowa. Sa| > 1 1 :r. i wr J-, i--_;ie' The 
haaiaieaha ivas a [vaa'.ci y \v<-i.iK n strawa'a jn iw 4:1 ket. :a 
ihna ksv.iis, vv'tli a \\". or' the saiae iiv-it.fi . t a: 1 he rear am: 
a 11 1 1 1. a 1 - j ' 1 1 Mia.- store at ilia :e;ht. thi kit :«.-•• !•>..- j a a ]< ■ eaaai 
•.".•it a 1 v. > 1 a <\\ - ami a hoof. It iooketl vera neuh hke aa 

■ aa I : i ia; v I« • • ; :a a. -e o| the (.'olom.i! perio.l, with taa w : 1 a h ■» - an 
a:a: sake . the a u'aa . 1. »• t. aa! are whaloya- r.iarkira; the 
:hert l:a- -a_ewa: story, the 1 ■ ,. 1 1 ln_aia -hapee hi-:,.- an ineerU-h 
V. 1 hivima Sq.u-:ul.vr, 1 \;;. John Meajhiv. t'nati 'la.- proprietor 
ol' tla: >a');<,ir..,sl:. vaea'ed it ami irnvl Itr.o a m-u iiuiac 
'.ha v.v>; M-te of the v'ha-.a.-o River, that :i;.rvaais <ivaa 
•via s t .aaa clear waters are e.aw lair.te'l la aaam-r e. aaa its 
em rent re\ eiaeil so that Mi-tea-l of r.iui::;i, into Lake- .Miehi^an 
th- !aia-r laav leaaaliv e'.aaa-as it at.- 1 helps i: reaeii the that' 
1.:' Mi -■, a o 

Mi---: s. Isherw t »V M.a Keiaae wa:i'al th-. Sainaaaa^ll 



' M A H k i I'. I e It: a,-- phi. i- ..r. the n...ii,aa. • • I -a..- .-a: iaa 
»ir..aa.ii : . 1 la..' I .•! r'a t^r-.e-l Naiaa .t ai'v.v.i. I' a.a'.a!' T aa .. aial 
<*'>-{ ]" u a lii'iiaas !■• Sa.aaaa U a-.ia-.l . ••' - 1,. I ' a .a u .-.a 1 1 1 1 \',a .a, 
' l-i ,va ",-a, ; a.'. \. van !n-r 1 1, 
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an-K MMvi.ru '1 the dbiiuy-i'ooni int.. ;i theatre awnini.Hl.i:!,; 
about persons. The door was h •.•<•] and tin- seats \wh- 
run^l: boards, aithmtyh a few c> >n\:v.< >n chairs were placed ::: 
from f.»r lad:es and their escorts. Tin- bnildiny had b u , n 

• tx< .li-irr.ru d internally to represent a complete modern 
theatre ii: miniature, This was a creat buildiny for a vty 
m .ivivIv >t'vt :i mouths old, and with just 4. i;<> inhabitant-. 
The iiriu 1 .it" admission was 7: u!:K. 'Ida. opcniny par-, 
nr. tins eventful :ir-t myht of ( fctoi.vr 17. 1 s .?7. was t : tc 
dire. -act melodrama hv |. T. llaitu-s. entitled 11 The id.' ". 
Witness, i.i' A Tale of I'lood.' The leading man was W i '. . 

Lt icc-te;\ ar. Knylishman. llarrv I-hcrwood. who did *'r.e 
•plain actiny"as lie termed it. was nUo die scenic artist *•- 
die company. He painted the lir-t scenery used in Oiic.ec.. • 
,11a! as hue as t>;> was scenic art:-! ai Wailaek's T1iea.tr.. . 
New York, his • exteriors" bciny part leidarly fine. He wu* 
i-orr. in New York, where he made his debut at the \\c:\ 
Theatre as Richard 111., and. lives', to be over eighty year- ••' 
aye. Alexander Mackenzie, the y.i:ii«.r partner, was an u:i,h 
"I the present Joseph Jefferson, havn.y married Miss ile-te- 
Jed't rsoii. a sister of tin- present Jose pi: Jefferson's latin, a 
Mrs. .MiieXeii/.ie. born in isi 1. and educated in } 'hikideiphi... 
had the distinction .>! briny 1 1 . 1 ■ lirst. woman to play Mr-. 
M:dap--.p in " The Rivals" in America, and likewise the ii:-: 
;:i Ouray... Both Mr. and Mrs. MaeKenzie now he binned 1 
the ojd '.'ii \" t '■ nie'.erv at Nashville. Tennessee. WT.Ii.am Lei- 
cester, w'no placed Robert Arnand ti.:r eventful uiy'n: . in. "; 
'.he honor hi'er o| briny the Jirst man to play Shylock .n O:: 
cayo. In alter days he sina -.imbed to :':u- demon driiik. That 

* T.h ayo was even then an etb.erp. i-ir.y pbiee is proven y 

the tact that •• The Idiot Witness" wa» i'r-: seen nt Amor:...: 

at ihi ..id Wanvii Theatre. Bo-nci. is- :-w. >■ . that it o... . 

! '.a rely a \ ear b a the p'ay to cane .V- a : the . e nter of learr hi v. 

to tin vdhiy. : f the wiiherne-s. it - iiitt a s:i;ye. to U- " 

that there stilj ore dcarb, bdo. e'. a., f.. ss am.eia a- who 

'e- -h -ei". iii ;i ;.e:a"oinr..anee ef ' hi- rr t/i.ina as la' we .. 

s 1 - ,. w hen it was prc-a-nte- : at : N at e ml i't a " 
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The Stratford 

MICHIGAN AND JACKSON BOULEVARDS* 
Next Door to Illinois Theatre. 



<;/:<). />*. iriLU'ER. 




200 Rooms .\ 125 Bath Rooms 

Located in the heart of Business. Shopping, and Theatre Districts. 

Rates, SI. 50 and Upwards. 
CIk handsomest "Dutch** Room in America. 
Cuisine high-Class. 

Special attention given t»> after-theatre diners. 
The Imtel is equipped with the latest and best sanitary improvements. 



1 lost oil. Tliis dear old lady, whose enxevr has bceua eonsiam 
succession of triumphs, is Mr*.. \Y. <i, Jones, who ill ly-i'tmr 
years later played J nana to the lvpita of Miss Maude Adams 
in "The I'retiy Sisu-r ol lose" n\ the Illinois Theatre, 
i>ct"l»cr -'«'. nnt. That old fir"-! theatre did Hot even lioast 
of a common wooden s'dcwallc, I h^U-ikI there was an «>i cli 
nary earthen pathway, with hni short and stumpy liitchinj* 
posts opposite tht; front, donncay, which was hnrely lar^c 
enough In admit iw<» pci-oiis at <>nu time. In Harry 
IsherwtKMl. then ciahtv vcars of ayy. wrote In Mr. lames II. 
MeVicker from New York thai he rem< inhered but one play 
jfiVcn during the lirsl season of i\;t. namely, *• The Stranger." 
adding " vou fh> me wrong lo call me iVcflii the grave." It 
is an interesting fact that at least three of the early t'hicago 
actors were also scenic artists, namely, Hairy IsIjcivunmI, 
Joseph Jefferson II., and Mr. Hcekwitlt, who was a mellll»cr oi 
John It. Kiee s company in 1047 and i>4s. In tlx <se early days 
tlu auction rooms had come nearest to l>eiiig places of amuse 
mem during the long evenings, so naturally the theatre wa> 
heartily welcomed. Tile plays weie well given ami were 
always followed by a farce. The play I ill Is were not the cum- 
hrow* pamphlet* of I he twentieth century, bat weft- small 
han«H»ills. ahout r»xo inches in size, and were distributed l>y 
carriers every morning, as there were then tin daily papers 
in the city. Of the plays presented during that first season 
no I'oinplcte record is to be found. Hut it is known that 

1 !)•■■::..■, -a'/ '-a v j 'a \ . . '; i !a ' a ' :m i: J/Xn >. W ' 1 a ,r-. 
'aa- la Ma a.;i :.\ mar. ," a ra M:-, 1 . . ^ ■ : l:: v . r^' a a ,.a'.i:a 

" leading lady." ( v lhers in the company were .Mrs. Alexander 

Mai ka.aav, Ma '.aa,. Aaalaa, a,a,-, alal .'laa-ai-i , an! 'a, 
piv-i a: I---. j> • U lu a-, i:' '- ;a a 1 1 a la/ ' an 'n :a (. "aa: ' - l-'...-ke. 
••a 'in acted, and daiuaa ti a 1 1 a„;l.iara 'ian a; a', a t. sailor's 
aji ;k , M; I >a\ ia 1 a ; .;a a - • •'. ! a, a- aim: n r ami . .|' I la 
] 'v.. -. : i ! Jn-a. al: _k laa-.a-i. >V ii. I.', niarrn..! haaii lna'-m". 
a ir.aiiiiiai. ■ •:' a'r.il : a - a a : --a. •■via. ilaM a lama a i - •-. 

avv! a. yia-'a Sla aa- ar . a. a i ---- a r ' 1 .i da • a a r aial In e>. : at 
ia.a«.'a. I.ala- ilvrai , a ;h'ai 'Vaa, l.-aj, a : ait.iu laa'a ■:; i-;a, 
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FJrcint L.,-1,1 ihouM Iv wed in rvrry r. »uU .• Mid ii.ariim-.it in Chicago. 
»vImto iIk- br»( at ji irawnul.lr pflqj || nVsirni. 

All roo.Jrrn remJeflee And at»*mn.-ni< «rr equated Ioi it. u<r, and j 
targe pr'niiiluK ol iIn-w ,«r no* umur h. 

\'<. until*- no <lirt. m> UttMe. no .Lin-, i. 

(Vaivr gai if u«-d n»di< loud) ift&hoal £ . 

MVrr mxJ for hfbfeg, Ebrlrkil) nag .,1-. be tffe*j |, N „,„.,„,,„,{ 
decide f.,n*. rlct,„ ,t„v«. , U,,,, d^ftfc* , „o« hci.-o. flat 

MM, and in niinvfoiii OtflM < «>ii\< iw< lit w.iv». 

II >oni ir,td«mr ji not wired, w.- MiU *,„• ,i |,. r v>(; , ,,, , ni;i || toA( 
We tarry, at all i.mr.. a OMNptr* l,„, „| | .|, , „„ |., u |„ m( . Su|ipli«. 
Ow repre^ettanve rfnt ..ill hjmm \.>u on nrifwjl 

CHICAGO EDISON COMPANY 



Intnl.. Nl MAIN IW 



EDIMN m ii i.i m. 



im AMHt si in 1 1 



The electrical features of the Iroquois Theatre were 
installed In the Chicago Edison Conipanv. 

Electricity for both light and power is supplied entirely 
from our street mains — tin Modern Method, 



y Google 



-it tilt' corner of Rush and Iv.n/.ic Streets, where she taught 
■ lancing to young Chicagoans. When the company left here 
-he remained a while ;i: Chicago and continued teaching. 
After leaving Chicago she married James S. Wright, a member 
of the old company at the Sauganash , who afterward became 
prompter at Wallack's Theatre. New York. Wright died in 
New York on June 27, i-<i;,a: the age of 70. Mrs. Wright 
• 1 1 • 1 in 1-00. Chicago's lirst eompany of actors pleased the 
people for several weeks, and then left the city, presumably to 
appear in other cities in Illinois, and possibly in St. Louis, 
The towns that probably attracted the company were Juliet 
1 now Joliet). Ottawa. Peoria. Jacksonville. Springfield, and 
Yaudalia. the last named being then the capital of Illinois. It 
lias been claimed by certain old settlers of Chicago that these 
performances at the Sauganash, in October. 1 \i7. were undoubi- 
edly the lirst in the State of Illinois, a statement hardly apt to 
be true, as a number of the adjoining towns were much older 
and larger in is;,; than Chicago, and must have drawn to them 
some of the roving companies that were seen in St. Louis and 
the Southern cities before Chicago was incorporated. 

The company returned in i.-;S and included among its 
members Mr. and Mrs. Greenbury C. Germon. then recently 
married. The latter. Jane Anderson Germon. was then but 10 
years of age, and was a cousin of the present Joseph Jefferson. 
Her mother was the first Joseph Jefferson's favorite daughter. 
Fuphemia Jefferson, who was born Fuphemia Fortune, in New 
York, in 1 774, on the identical day that her prospective husband 
was born at Plymouth. Kngland. Kuphemia's sister. Ksthcr 
Fortune, l)ecame the second wife of William Warren, the elder, 
and in this manner the Jefferson and Warren families first 
became related to each other, a relationship emphasized in Chi- 
cago, in i>0;, when Joseph Jefferson III. married. Miss Sarah 
Anne Isabel 1 >e Shields Warren, daughter of Henry Warren 
II. Jane Anderson (Ionium, who at last accounts was still 
living in, Baltimore, retired from the stage during the season 
of 1 s><, Two years after her first arrival in Chicago, she- 

was in Augusta, (la., where on June i\. 1^40. she became the 

51 




S"OMB admirer, name and address unknown, wrote this sentence en 
•I:.- hack of a menu rani after a satisfactory meal in a Burlington 
dining ear. It means thai the Hurlington oilers passenger service 
that <i;:is its patrons in every ]>artie.ilar. The schedules of ltuHingt..n 
trams are fast, but reliahle; the equipment omifortalile ; th>- employe 
eounei.ns; l lie dining ear service unexcelled. 

1: nlia-ton lines gridiron the West, reaching practically ewy 
iiuport..nt point aetwoen Chicago, St. Louis and the Koeky Mountain-. 
Limited trains • no extra fatei J .etwee ti Chicago and St. Caul. St. Puai 
and St. L-'i.s. Chicago and Kansas City, Chicago and I >e river, S:. Louis. 
Kansas City and Lenvcr. Through service to I'alifornia via Col u ad". 

Through service to the Pacitie Northwest via St. Paul. 
Hillings and Lenver. 

'IV I I 111.- wleit v.. ml >Oll WMlil til Mwll .ilrl I M.: W.I j'Mi 

leiw y-fi tli.'i'H, .net wli.U it uill .'or-l. 



Burlington 
Route 



P. S. EUSTIS. Passenger Traffic Manager. CHICAGO. 
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aa a ' aa' a a a '. a A a a a K'l... ■ < .» i " i ' ■ . a 1m a .. - ;'.,r ' i a:i;, \ a - -• 

.1 !av>i : a- n|vi:-ir a: W.ilaa A s ' I : • . l 1 1 . . NV;v \A a a , Va 

(I."-!-!'.::, a 1 t :a ■ r : a u • i .1 ' i ; -, :in va;'. v. * A a,., a - . i. a,:-, ' .a? j j t-n: - 
,i .n;v. 1 ia j.Li\ *. l-v ■:a:a \ ar al\ • .;' jar t- -a Ink- a: ( 'iia .raya 
awl afterward lifetime the original I'mlc Tutu in "Uncle 

a A- * i a! , , " lie <■ a ' I ai < 'a. ay- .• Aaa I , i - - a... ! ; - 
yea* W aa'ii WAii mi. llu-i; -.: ' y \. ,aa < ,-,'r. v. a- ;. 
''aa ! a' .: Aaa- aa.aip.aya a] jr a. ar :i. !.r, ,..al ,.. . .m,y .a 
inaia "lai! f ;., ia a.-, a;:-; a.ai :a; i a ^aai! a A ia ia a I: a. a 

:i: :.•;•>•. -n ^' 1 r. a a. h i.ir-i< aail > .p a a : ; •, a: I '>■-■.<>,; , 

<•; " I'-ii. a'.;'-- u ilii iia Sir laaaa. 1 >'Tr : y;,:;rv a: "'I".:. 
Rivals " . - < ' a r ii.u A < 'a* ; ' ai ■ ., i - i a ' i ■. a •. I a a ■ •" a \ 
■: 1 1 ■ ■ ■ 1 1. a ; ■ 1 1 : i I i ' a- a . a. a a a a-. ■ v. <. "e a a a aa I a i. a a. a " , I a ■- . 

ctuncfly, cither in the library or mi tin- l>oanK 

Aal ia :1a- , n'laaiv a a- a a 'a a. .ay a la. 'a. , ■• a. a i a 
dean <>f the American stage, whose e>apn>tte an has never 

vn c\ei 'a: taa :a.ai' aa-. . a :a a-, 'aa, ia.r": la.: -. ; rv v. 

shorter with the years, then darker, and then whiter the 
blessings ot' iv^v silvered his brow, the while the player ami 
li:c phi >'-•.'• .it r:a •'. aAl/.i ai ;.'a. aa'aa> a a. I ] a a a a. i a. aa 
a.-l <>i '.■-•:}<]; ]: aa-aa vaa v.ai- *. ■• a> a; 'a a ■ ^ i • a . 1 a- ■ a - I a-aria' 

■ ■ >;aa-i 'H a\a S'.:aa, M a I, a A a A , aa i A ' a a .a ■ . i-y., 
!M- i.aaiH' a aa- t.'.nialai laair-. a: Tlaaa. - 'alaa..;:. ia- 

father l*ein;£ her second husband. Young Jefferson'*, first 

a i \ a . a a i a a - " in iuia I a a- -aal'--." a il win a M^aa'aa 

a i a a a ; - j a, . ia "ua. a - . i a- a (. I aaa • a - , .. ' ... a \\, a ■ a.' a- : l.Ay 
a ■ a 1 1 a i ! . 1 1 ■ • a i ' a I aa i . a aaa ' I a ■ •■ '. • - ' 1 1 ; ; i • a -- i a 1 1 a • ■ a. a i " t t • i ; 
a ; a a a: a, >'l !'•■'■,■, i : v 'I 'a. a' a: K;]i \ aa W aLA " aal .a 
saying to hk attentive audience at the close of the ptay; " 1 

; a. i ;. i i I - i t 'la. aa; ■ - : \ ' (. \ a ■ ' - a 

aa- -..aal Taa ' a. Mr.air.a.l. a a- ia aa n:;Kla.:a 

' tin ally -.1 • : la :u a 1 ' >a la 1 ay; a ; in - a \ : r. a. I 1 a 1 . . a ' la. a, a ■ 
aaa .aaaaaJ a .Ma.. 1 - ' ' . »'r.- avaaa a- t i aa Kialaa a rl'.a'i'. 
a. a,., a-a ar a'. ,i:a a I \.--. > a ia| 1 ■ • S. .1 ■ 1 1 1 1 »a. 1 1 '. ., a a S ' raa , a a, I 

■ ■YUa-'l 'a, A'aaaa 1 aa a at a v. ia . Iiaaa M a n • >■■ < . v T ! 1 a a; a ■ 
a. i-. . Tir - 'ia.aa- aata ai aa- ;yaai ;a'!a:i ><i 1 1 1 1 Ma,,,, 
'.aaa a a •• aa a > x m > a-at ia -aaa. 1'an |.ai: ai 1' lav', a' ,|, v „ - 1 1 aa- 1 




JACKSON P.OCLEVARD AND W A HASH AVENUE 
OPPOSITE THE ILLINOIS THEATER 



CUISINE THE FINEST IX AMERICA 



SPECIAL CARE TAKEN 
OF THEATER PARTIES 

WE DESIRE TO CALL PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO OCR I'D RLE 
DEPARTMENTS ON THE OFFICE FLOOR. KNOWN AS 

The W ellington * 4 L im ited 
The Wellington White Room 
The Wellington Mahogany Room 

IN THE P.ASEMENT OCR 

WHITE. MARBLE CAFE. 

ON THE PARLOR FLOOR 

SPECIAL DINING ROOMS 

CAPABLE OF SEATINC. FROM THREE TO EKiHTV PERSONS 

run uiiLLi xerox norm. 

Al.liF.RT S. GAGE. /'/<-/.. 
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it as ' a den m' a place. lo<>k:n^ more !i\.e a dismantled grist 
mill ihar. t Ik- temple of an ybody. The gloomy entrance wmv! 
have furnished the- scenery for a nightmare, and the light - 
within were sepulchral enough to show up the eothn scene ii: 
■ Lucretia IW^ia ' lint for all that thi.se flinty old walls 
used to ring sometimes witii renderings tine enough to grace 
grander Thespian temples, though there was a farce now and 
then somewhat broader than it was long " 

Stil) the Rialto was not opened without opposition, for the 
late (itant (ioodrieh.a prominent citizen in his day, declared 
the theatre a •' menace to the moral welfare of the city." con- 
tending "that the tendency of the performance at modern 
theatres was gross! v demoralizing, destructive of principle." 
and that they " were nurseries of crime." Hut the Common 
Council thought differently and fixed the theatre license a- 
$100 a year, which was £25 le>s than the opponents of the 
enterprise had expected :t would he. The Rialto, originally 
used as an auction house by L. W. Montgomery, was <piite in 
the center of the city Side by side were two saloons, "The 
Rialto" and -The Kaeje." the latter kept by Ike Cooke. 
Directly opposite, on the east side of Dearborn Street, close to 
the auction rooms, was the -Hating House" known as 
•' Steele's Refectory " The new playhouse was called the Chi- 
cago Theatre, and a number of new people were added to the 
company previously seen at the Saiiganash. Joseph Jefferson, 
who fu st landed here by boat, in May. 1 remembers that the 
Chicago Theatre *" was quite the pride of the city, and the idol 
of the new managers for it had one tier of boxes and a gallery 
at the back. 1 don't think that the seats of the dress circle 
were stuffed, but I am almost sure that they were planed." 
The company consisted of William Leicester. William Warren. 
James Wright. Charles Burke, Joseph Jefferson. Sr. . Thomas 
Sankey. William Childs, Harry 1 sherwood . artist , Joseph Jcffer 
son. Jr., Mrs. Alexander Mackenzie, Mrs. Joseph Jefferson. 
Mrs, David Ingersoll. and Mrs. Jane Cicrmoii, Young Jefferson 
was, in his own words " The comic singer of this part\ . 
making myself useful in small parts and first villagers : now 
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DAYLIGHT SPECIAL. GHKKX. GOLD AM) BROWN TRAIN 
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Nigh I 
reading 
made easy 
by tltctrii 

berth 
lights •' 



The Old Way— dim lights in ceiling 
of car, so that reading by night is almost 
impossible. The New Way electric 
side lights, conveniently placed in each 
Pullman section; you can read without 
eye-strain; also easily disrobe or dress. 

Many other new travel luxuries on 



The California 
Limited 



The California Limited runs be- 
tween Chicago, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
and San Francisco. Daily service com- 
mences November 29, until then semi- 
weekly. Less than three days to southern 
California. Visit the Grand Canyon < >f 
Arizona en route a mile deep, miles 
wide, and rainbow-tinted. 

Our illustrated booklets, mailed free, 
will help you rightly 
plan a California tour. 
Address, 



J. M. CONNELL, General Agent. 
109 Adams Street CHICAGO 
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c\ccedmi;lv well, and those were the i;ood old days when j^ood 
old actors and jriwal younger ones, too, were content to play 
t*>r a modest salary, when, in spite of appetite- and destres 
they still thought a little more of their art than they did of 
money, when ever)- player realized that there was -nil some- 
thing left for him to learn. One of the actors of th.s period 
was Isaac Merrilt, who was destined to win everla-tin^ fame 
as an inventor. He nsnaliy played Richard III. Hi- ri;<ht 
name was I. M. Sniper, a name now world-famous as that of 
the inventor of the Singer sewing machine. And at this time, 
April 27. i\;o, Kdmund (iill attracted attention to his hotel on 
the corner opposite the Lake House, by calling it the Shake- 
speare. l>nn Marble came alon>£ during the last un-k of Mav. 
is-,,,, aiid • • veuve his Yankee tricks, stories, and notions m full 
style. His wife assisted him on the static." 

Chicago had an actors' colony in those early days, lor the lu st 
l.'ity I hrectory. juiblished in 1 >3'>. contained the following names: 

i-M'kki- .en \ki i s. uLu r. Cliit ii^" Tlu-aiiv. 
(.1 KM' 'N, liKl-KM (.',. aet..r. Chioaj,:.. I heat i . 
(.kkim:. C. I- . a« t«.r. Chic.iK" Theatre. 

IMH Ks.,s ,v Mai K I \ / 1 1 . managers, Cliu -an- . Th, at r t . t >,-.. t ' >. ,t ti Si. 
'IKKI-KKsoN. |os» I'll. lel'Iervn MaeKen/n-. 

U ki kksln, |i »v.|'H, 1 |"i . comedian. Chicago Theatre. 

It I U K- >N. Tlli >M Vs. a 1. -Lit . t hica^n Ttieatl e 

^ u KKSVII . Al I \ \Nli| k. 'I'll. ali r. letters, m <v MacKeti/:. 

St 11 i\ v\. A . ael..r, Om a^.. Theatre. 

\V \k k I N , W il l 1 \ M. o 'median. Chicago Theatre. 

Inokksoi 1 . Jills, actress and leaeher ..f .lam ing. Wv Lake M.ukv 

On August ;i. tiie theatre was reopened by Joseph 

Jefferson. 1 father of Ripi, with Column's musical comedy. "The 

Review, or The \Va;< of Windsor." and " The Illustrious 

Stranger, or P.uried Alive." The company was practically the 

>aiue as duriuv;' with the addition of A Sullivan and 

c'. L Green. Mr, Jefferson, who like his sou was a painter as 

well as an actor, had succeeded Mr. Isherwood as Alexander 

Mackenzie's partner The theatre had been newly painted. 

The motto over the drop curtain was ■■ For I'sH'ui Mirth Or 

Salutary Woe." Chicat,o audiences of that dav were not so 

well behaved as mivju have been desired, for the dailv paper 

felt called upon to say ' There is a police in attendance whose 

ifuty it is to preserve strict order and decorum in the theatre 

If the ladies are waiting for fashionable precedents, we -\ ill 

.-,!! 



"THE OVER LA SI) LIMITED." 
Electric Lighted. 
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TO 



CALIFORNIA 

VIA 
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"THE OVERLAND LIMITED" 



Finest 
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Smoothest 
Roadbed 



Daylight ride through Echo and Weber 
Canons, skirting GSKAT SALT LAKL, 
down (he Humboldt Valley and over the 
wondrously beautiful Sierra Neva das. 

Full Information Cheerfully FurniUictf on Application to 

W. G. NEIMYER, G. A. 

193 South Clark St. 
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inform 11tL.ni ilial at Spru^i'icld, [:t ;his Stale, the theatre 
attended ^eiiemlly by tlic lieaitty and fa-dtion of the fair »e\ 
and hv llio jjentlenicti of tlie place, of all official positions from 
| ud^e of the Supremo I'mut duwn. Tills* has luvii t lit* cast-, 
we Ixdieve. at St. Louis ami in the Hast." 

Joseph J offer son, the mi-ond, was horn in Philadelphia in 
tso4. and in i*-sfi married Mis. Iturkc. who wasoijjht years h;> 
senior. He was manager and actor, and alwav> painted liis 
■ .v. 'i i 1 A- >A ,| -■. ;ii a!v .Mm, Y. AY :.' :nA \Y' • 

Thursday. Xovcmlicr .*4. is.|2, of yellow fever. Ik- was buried 
:':« :n \ i -I.e. n Ma.. mi. Y.i i Y-r--:. rv. M ■' '-\-. An Am a; "i ' - : ' m. 
closed two nights, as i lu- company, wilh the exception i»f six 

I u . a , w . i .1:;; I..- .Y , ■ m i A \ , -r ■. 1: 1 ; n : ~> ■ ■■' An. j, ■ . .1 Jeiic: 
son family, and it was impossible to play without tin.- chief 
mourners. Mr. John T. Ford, of hutliitinre. said that Mr. Jef- 
lirson " was one of the most lovable men that ever lived." 

I'p tt» this time no regular theatrical advertisements had 
,i| i| .1 i mi 1 !;i :' \ ; .a : n a ■■::!■• Y. ] ';ir;i:.; ;a k : 1.;.; A':, 

place. I>ul on Monday evening, September n, is.V). the (itM 
regular advertisement in behalf of a legitimate theatrical per- 
formance !l: A ': ! a . oia-le ;' - .ip;:>-araia «• as follows ; 

THEATER. 

Monday L veiling, September 9. US39. 

\V Y i ie 'aa^a i' A.' ■ Y. a'l a i;i"nl 

The Magpie and the Maid, or Which is the Thief? 

I'aruKT < KTaW .. Mr. < own 

Ik'iijatniu, a Jftv lV«lls<r .. [eUVrson 

A»i;eUc Mr-. lmfi-rsoll 

Diunc Irvfalil . MaeKeivi' - 

A a . r n-.-A a ' ' >\<. IYYY- I'm , I 
lY.YY i >v Mr. I a -i p-t. >: " S':n »vu:v a \vn a:h 
a .so-. " A,.-.- s a: j; , :>v Mm I VkimMm , •■ t J 

n-y . • in !i '\-,- l |. i " m a a , i- 1 i 1 \ " I: : ai -...-I I - 
s-e. -liiY; I '.alia- 1 Uv Mr. 1 >< ;i;l>t-r " Saw \ e riy v. « li: a-. 

iAl.M II 

TY< A-Ma Y-. \V Y|.. ,'. Y. M r. I ki:i].-.M', ■ 
S..:kY>\ Mm 1 >i :up<er •• n.:i:v loci, to r«ai:i oer 
the An '; ,, t.iaia. Son- liy Mr. 1 'empstt : . 
< )|. |n on, i ,:,(■ h, van., love ". 

IY eo u Y Y v. iAa Y h isli Tutor, or New I, iritis. 

ni 
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T. W. UII..MORE. hk. v Tin a- 
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C. W. WilmartD Co 




261 WABASH AVENUE, CIIICAOO 

Telephone, Harrison 33**2 

LIGHTING FIXTUHES FOH IHIS THEAIEH 
KUHMSHED HY US 

WK IIAVK CONTRACTS FOR THE I.KiHTINO FIXTURES 
FOR THE FOLLOWING; BC I LDINCS : 

hirst National Bank Building Chicago, III. 
Railway Exchnruie Building Chicago, 111. 
Nixon Theater and Building Pittsburg, Pa. 

Butler Hotel Seattle. Wash. 

Joliet Public Library . Joliet, 111. 

Cheshrough Building Toledo, Ohio 

Hibernia Bank Building ..New Orleans. La 

Third National Bank Cincinnati. Ohio 

First National Bank Cincin nal i, Ohio 

Doctor Coffee's Residence. Des Moines. Iowa 

Mr. W. J. Young's Residence ... Cli nton, Iowa 
Governor Toole's Residence Helena, Mont 
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Please note lliat there was a change of bill at every per- 
lormance and that two or three plays were given every evening 
< Miver Twist" had its Hi st performance in Chicago, September 
i'-. 1*30. .Mrs. Ciermon playing Oliver; Mr. Sankcy. Fagin; Will- 
iam Warren, Hill Sykes ; and Mrs. Mackenzie, \ancy Sykes 
Tuesday. September i;. i-.V), was another important first night. 
Oilman's "The Poor Centleman " being played with William 
Warren as I )r. Ollapod. ■ • She Stoops to Conquer" was first 
given on Thursday, September in. i\W- and " Jane Shore " on 
Friday. September 20, with Mrs. (iernion as Jane Shore. 

During the last week of September. i>3o, the management 
t'ound it necessary to build "a separate entrance for ladies." 
due no doubt to the rather rude behavior of the male theatre- 
goers of that period. •' Damon and Pythias" was given for the 
first time Friday, September 27. 1 S 3 1 > . with Mr. Leicester as 
Damon and Mrs. Ccrmon as Calanthe. The house was poor 
The time was now ripe for the advent of so-called ■• stars." 
and they came. Mrs. McClure and Mr. Charles Keinble Mason 
had the honor of being the lirst stars to shine in Chicago. They 
appeared mi Wednesday, October 2, iS3<). in -The Lady of 
Lyons." The next evening they gave " The Wonder " for the 
•irst time here. Friday. October 4. 1 " Fazio " was given 
f<>r the first time, followed by "Katherine and Petruehio." 
Still the first presentation of a Shakespearean play in its 
entirety did not take place until Monday. October 7, 
Mrs. McClure being the first Juliet and Mr. Mason the first 
Romeo Chicago ever saw. " Macbeth" was first given Thins 
day. October 10, 1 >;,>.>, with Mr. Mason as Macbeth. Mr. Leicester 
as Macduff, and Mrs McClure as Lady Macbeth. And Strang*.' 
to say, the Shakespearean performances were the best of the 
season. And then followed the first performance of •' Hamlet." 
Tuesday, October 15. 1S30. It was given for Mr. Mackenzie's 
benetit. and Charles Kemble Mason had the distinction of being 
our first Hamlet, while Mrs. McClure was our first Ophelia. 
Mr. James H. McYicker, in his interesting reminiscences')!' tin- 
early Chicago stage, credits Charles Kemble Mason with being 

the first Shvlock that Chicago ever saw. This is an error, for 
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!R()N AND BRONZE 
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Iroouois and Illinois Theatres 



Ofwck and Wareiioi'sk Factory: Chester St., 

100 and 102 Lake St. Oybourn and Fulleiton Aves. 
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The Merchant «>; Venice " wa- n«.t y,iven until Thursday. 
< ktober 17. i\v>. ami for William Leicester's benclit. that ^n- 
tieman appearing as Shyh»ck. On October ji. is;;m " I'i/.arro. 
i»r the death of Rolla" was ^iven, little Joseph Jefferson appear- 
ing ;iv the child. How main in the audience thought of seeing 
him in i.so^as Rip Van Winkle'- Wednesday, < ktobcr <, im>>, 
is of historic interest, for on that evening "The Rivals" was 
i^ieen for the first time in Chicago and lot the benefit of William 
Warren, although no mention of his name was made in the 
M — plc advertisement ot' that day. and which read a-, follows: 

THEATER. 

Wednesday Evening, October 30, 1839 

Will He Presented 

THE RIVALSOr, A Trip to Bath. 



To conclude with 

THE MILLER'S MAID. 

l'lease observe the JerTersonian flavor of the ca-t 

Sir .\t)iii..ny A Iin. .hit ■.- . Tlwina- Sjhim y 

l - .' .'l> Actvs. Ji >m ph Jl rt.'i ■«.. .11 

('apt; r'.n Ab-v .lute W il ' i.nn I.e < t -i < i 

Kaulk'.aivi Hr.-.-n I airy ('. » .l run .-i 

l>a\ n! . t\ I.. < •!• 

S:r Lucius < >'Trajirei \V;!lia:n Waircn 

I-' ay . ('li.i: It's Hut k ■ 

Mt> Malapri.p . )lt>, AU-Nuiuk-r Mack<n/n 

I.yuia ba:JK-'is!i . ..Mt> l»»vi.l Inu'er-....; 

['••••a .... Mi 'v ' 1 tee ■ i ■ e,i •' y V <•••• •) • 'ii 

l-'H'V . .. Mrs. J.isvpli Jc-frcr-.n 

The cast included Mr. Jefferson, his wife, his two MMcrs 

his niece, his stepson, Ins cousin, and his niece's he.sbatid. 

At litis -iiiie tlie elder Jefferson was i.uW ;,s vears of a;<e. 
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The Land of 
Sunshine, Fruit 
and Flowers 

California is less than 
three days away. 

Its balmy breezes, blue 
sea, smiling orchards, 
and beautiful mountain 
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via The North-Western Line in less than three days. 

The route of the Limited is over the only double-track railway 
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and Ogden, down the Valley of the Sacramento to the Golden Gate, 

and via the San Joaquin Valley or over the beautiful Coast Line ( where 

for a hundred miles the road lies along the shore of the shining Pacific) 

to Los Angeles. 

Two fas: trains through to California leave Chicago 
via the Chicago & North-Western Railway dail) . Sleep- 
ing car reservations and lull information on request. 

TICKET OFFICES. 

212 Clark St. and Wells St. Station. Telephone Central 721 
n*i29 CHICAGO. ILL. 
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Mrs. Jefferson was 43 : Charles Burke only 17 j Mrs. Ingersoll 
about 24; Mrs. Mackenzie about 28; Mrs. (Jermon 17, and Mr. 
(iermon 23. William Warren, born in Philadelphia, November 
17. I'Sis, was 27 years of age. From here Mr. Warren went 
to Buffalo and then to Boston. He died at 2 Bullfinch Place. 
Boston, September 21, 1888. The season at the Kialto closed 
ou Saturday evening, November 2, 1S39, with "The Devil's 
Duc&t," a drama, followed by a nautical piece, "Tom Crin- 
gle's Log." And what became of the old Sauganash? On 




WILLIAM WARREN 



April <), 1840, the following advertisement appeared in Chi- 
cago's daily ■ 

"SAUGANASH HOTEL, This old establishment is now fitted up 
in elegant style, and has resumed its original and native name, with a 
thorough reformation of old habits and customs. JOHN MURPHY/' 

But the results of the panic of 1S37 were making themselves 
felt, and for seven years after 1S30 there was no dramatic com- 
pany of special repute in the city. Mrs. J. 6. Porter reopened 
the Chicago Theatre on March 31, 1842, and tried to give per- 
formances without a license, hoping to open in a burlctta, 
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" The Swiss Cottage." She was Chicago's first w«»nian man- 
ager, and oil April 4 she petitioned the Council for forgiveness 
and a license. She secured both, the price of the latter being 
$30, that of the former not being quoted. I Mi Saturday. April 
u. she announced a benefit for herself. It was to be her last 
appearance before leaving for Buffalo. The performance 
Ugan with the burlesque " The Manager in Distress, or All in 
a Ouandary." certainly a most appropriate title. Mrs. porter 
was the eldest daughter of Mr<. Mary DuJf. 




DANFORD MARBLE 



t »n August V'. 1-42. Chicago had its first real opportunity to 

udge of the dramatic qualities of l>anford Marble, who with 

Mr*, Marble appeared at the Rialto in "The Forest Rose, or 

The American Farmer." Marble was Jonathan l'loughboy and 

Mrs. Sillsbe (late Mrs. Trowbridge) was Harriet. The opening 

play of the brief engagement of three nights was supplemented 

with " Black-Eyed Susan." Mrs. Sillsbe playing Susan, and Mr. 

Marble. William. Business was poor at first, but as it improved. 

the engagement was several times extended ami fourteen 

;>crformance^ were given. For Marble's benefit on Monday. 
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Michigan Central 
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Send three red stamps for Niagara Booklet, and ask about 
the new Niagara picture. 

City TlcRct Office. 119 Adams Street 

O.W. RUGGLES, G. P. AND T. A. CHICAGO. 



September 1*42. the pmc comedy, " The Yankee i:i Time.' 
was oi V e:i f<»r '.lie lirst time here, with Marble as J;u ob Jew 
sharp, a role in which James 11. McViekerdis'moutslu d himsel: 
in after years. Listen la Benjamin I\ Tavlor 

"I: was in that dir:v ti'.il cat trap, the Rialto,' I think, that 1 saw 
Dan Marble t'< • ■• tin- lirst time. • lilack-Kved >nsuv. ' ami Marble's admir- 
able William mdo -d tile (muse, as if it had been s.methimr in a crucible 
It was. 1:1 its way. the pe: l\ v; j. ,ti and simplicity of r,ati:re. The audience 
was a little mixed. There were the fellows that in N'ew York would 
have • killed the Reiser,' 'lie- ' wa ke- me- up- when - l\ i rb v-d les stripe.' 
There was a small handful of halt breeds, a sprinkling of lieutenants 
from the army, one or 1 w.i wrn-<>nt paymasters The pit was fail >>t 
sailors, with occasionally a w hat J rat ; but for fresh-water tars there 
was a wonderful clTusiots of sab water. Kwn the always conscious 
dress-circle fluttered witit any number <.[' while catnV.ric mops, and 
when "he p'.ay t. ok the riyht turn at hisl. the 'K-uh' applauded and the 
spiders inivefinx in titvir webs, ami the mice in the wails, wete whist 

K\ -en '.he chaps that spent their lime in the inn-nudes in bawling • 1. is ' 

ami •sujie' and eat peanuts, mopped out the corner of their eyes 
with iheirdinv kn tick les. and had tin- tl;e;i: I I e:i 1 management, furnished 
soap, .is well as sorrow, some of them rm'vrh.t have pi:*, a better face on the 
matter 1 can sec the central retires that drcss-eirek- ',<>-t!ay. Hands 
that I think have shriveled out of the while kids they wore tha' nitfht 
The blue dress coats and bill) \ ests have liven laid; aside t'e.r other and 
st muster wear. Yonder, crowned with lroi)-c,ray la< ksoniau hair, is tlu 
stut-ly form y oh ciel Rerehivai, The man m -at 1dm with laio luminous 
eyes the Hoi; (.ties .sprn.o. owm-r ,,i one of the it nest judtcinl :tli:uls 
that ever oracei'. the State He v. -nd him is Doctor Maxwell, with a step 
as livrht as that of a wisp «.f a cul. for all of his ;w.. hundred and odd 
pounds of solid flesh. I'bvsc h\ are K. \Y. Tracy. '.eor<e \Y. Meeker, 
and. I »in li.f Stuart, and — hut w ise keep <m callim; the dead men's roll 
Soiite of the beauty as well as the manhood of the vout'n city was there, 
and bt -lejitcned up the dull old place like til'^iilidn ; b it wdiat matters 
it r The footlights are out. the players departed, am! the air is full ot 
d.ist withal. Down with the curtain." 

• • Richard 111 "was lirst tjivi-n Saturday. Auvvust 20, < - j? . 
willi Mr. bene as ( ilo.sn r. and " ( Mhcllo " was introduced ».. 
t'lnca 'o, September 14, 1*42. in a unique way. There w.ts a 
lail«>r here who " had been told by his friends that he con id 
act." and he applied to the management for an opportunity. 
There were not many tailors in Chicago tiien. and as he was 
the only one who could act — or thought he could — there was a 
certainty that all his colleagues, and at hast a few of their 
customers, would be present if he played. Business had no- 
been siittieiemly o,, ( ,<l to resist the potency of a ot V at novelty, 
so the tailor was permuted to prepare himself. It was arranged 
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to give Mrs. I'nwcl] a bcr.erit ami to allow the tailor :,. a]>]>cv 
in the third act of " Othello." u being such an easy act to play, 
espet ially for a tailor. The tailor, who was billed as •• a gentle- 
man of this city." did so well that in i>4> at Rice's Chicago 
Theatre, he was allowed to play the character in its entirety. 
<)n another occasion, he played lago, and later he became an 
actor of good repute and was known as George Ryer. 

On Tuesday. September 27. 1S42, the Chapman Building, 
at the southeast corner of Randolph and Wells Streets, w as 
opened as a theatre by William P. Hastings, with •The 
Golden Farmer." Tickets. 2? cents! The season was brief 
and unsuccessful. Then came "The Learned Pig" in 1*44. 
On November 21, i > 44, a Museum began its legal existence 
in the Commercial Building, at 73 Lake Street. Its manager, 
Henry Fuller, boasted of an extensive variety of geology, 
mineralogy, conchology. ornithology, and promised that noth- 
ing should be introduced within its walls not •• in strict accord- 
ance with propriety, morality, and religion." To give variety 
to the development of the drama in 1-44. at the Old Chicago 
Theatre. Stephen A. Douglas had a light one evening between 
the acts, with a lot of sailors, heelers, and canal laborers. The 
drama languished and the Rialto was again converted to its 
original purpose. The population had grown from 3.20;. in 
1S35, to 3.S20, in i>3<>; to 4.170 in 1*37, and had fallen to 4,0.10 
m i>3-. In 1*39 ]l uas increased by 200. In 1*44. when the 
population had reached s.ooo. it was suggested bv the Council 
that it was advisable to plank Lake Street between Dearborn 
and State Streets. Considering the city's drawbacks, youth, 
and isolation it was a matter of wonder that the place could 
boast of such a good theatrical beginning. 'They were brave 
men and women who first trod the boards of the Chicago stage, 
and the members of the Jefferson family especially deserve a 
-tatue for their honest and chaste efforts in behalf of tin- 
drama, when the city boasted of its 4,000. but had no "400." 
Chicago had grown from i2,.».«\ in is 4 :, to 14. !<'■<>. in 1*40. and 
Thursday. June 30. 1*40. Christy's Minstrels appeared for the 
first time .1: the C:'v Sah...;: ami two u-„.';ths ;.,ter the \ 
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and Smith Sides were connected by a new ferryboat plying 
between River and Rush Streets, and provided free by the 
proprietors of the Lake House. Howe Mabic's Arena and 
L'nited States Circus appeared August 21, JS40, for four 
evening and one afternoon performances. Among the riders 
was Matthew Buckley, who grew to be the oldest showman in 
the L'nited States, dying at Delavan, Wisconsin. February 2S. 
1 S7- aged i»7 years. In ( >ctober. 1 S_|f>, tlie old Rialto Building 
was again converted into a playhouse and called the National 
Theatre, opening with "The (lolden Farmer" and "The 
Harlequinade." On November u. 184(1, it was formally re- 
opened with " Wen lock of Wenlock." with Reuben Marshael 
as Wenlock. The season concluded November 14th with F. 1) 
Wilson as Othello. On Wednesday. December 23, 1 S4<>. the 
National Theatre became the People's Theatre. The opening 
bill was "The Hunchback," with Madame LaBurriss as Julia; 
F. I >. Wilson as Master Walter ; Reuben Marshael as Clifford . 
and Samuel Kdwin Brown as Fathom. The prices during this 
engagement were Boxes, 50 cents; parquette. 37 cents; 
gallery. 25 cents. The performances began at 7. 15 o'clock. The 
theatre changed its name again to the National on Thursday. 
January 21, i ->4T- '' be next evening " The Bandit Chief " was 
given, followed by -The Apostate "and " The Lottery Ticket.' 
and at 2 o'clock on the morning of February 1. i>47. 'ire broke 
out and the theatre and adjoining buildings went up in smoke. 
While the house was in a blaze a wag remarked that this was 
positively its last appearance •• for the benefit of the city," and 
another replied that he was rejoiced to see it " so well heated 
for the occasion." But it should not have been an occasion for 
levity. The friend of the drama should have had a reverence 
for the old structure whose boards had been tro/nlen bv two 

- 

Joseph JefVevsons. Charles Kemhle Mason, Charles Burke, Dan 
Marble, and William Warren. 

Then came glad tidings: John B. Rice, destined to become 
one of Chicago's brightest ornaments, who was to be Mayor of 
Chicago in after days and the city's representative in Congres>. 
came here from Buffalo and recognized the fact that tlie great 
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Harbor and River O invention of j S47 would bring thousands of 
people to the growing young city of the plains, and that they 
would ask for entertainment. On Mav 5, 1^47, he entered into 
a contract for the construction of a building, to be used as:, 
theatre on the south side of Randolph Street, and about 100 fee; 
east of l)earborn, within the same square that afterward heic 
Crosbys Opera House and on the very spot where the Unity 
Building now stands. And strange fact, this, the first actual 
theatre to be built in Chicago, stood directly opposite the spot, 
where the Iroquois now stands. After fifty-six years of growth 
and pride and change, the new theatre erected Solely tor theat- 
rical purposes stands across the street from the lot that har- 
bored the first structure erected in Chicago for strictly theatrical 
purposes. John B. Rice, who was the father of Mrs. James B. 
Kimball. Mrs. James W. Odell. Mrs. William Smith. Mrs. licur-i 
L. lninlap. and Mrs. Orson Smith, spent $4.000011 the theatre' 
Think of it. $4,000! But it was a large sum to expend on 
tlieatre at a time when the telegraph reached no farther we-t 
than Ypsilanti. Michigan: just seven montlis before a telegraph 
line was opened between Chicago and Milwaukee, namely, on 
January 20. i->4S; five years before the first railway ran hit" 
Chicago from the Kast over the Michigan Southern and North- 
ern Indiana tracks, and eleven years before the- first street ear- 
ran on State Street' It is also something of a coincidence that 
tin's lirst train from the Kast was brought into the city by 
Thomas C. Oavis, the father of Will J. Oavis. <>i the Illinois 
and, Iroipiois Theatres. The tlieatre. built in less than fifty- 
four days, was an ordinary wooden structure of the period, tw 
stories high, and excessively plain. Its interior was more 
ornate, and every part of the house afforded a good view of 
the stage. The entire lower lloor was devoted to the pit. The 
boxes were elegantly furnished — for those days — and were 
fitted up with carpets and settees. The little town was enthu- 
siastic over its new playhouse, which was opened Mondav 
cvenmg. June ?v 1*4-, Behold the opening bill 
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NEW CHICAGO THEATER 

The Manager respectfully announces to the 
public that the above new and spacious establish- 
ment will be open for their reception THIS (Mon- 
day) evening, with a full company of experienced 
Artists, ami an efficient < hchestra. 

HKSI M'.lll o| UK 1 \ i . V.I MIA I n| 

MRS. HI NT, in 1 1 \ i mi i i mm 

CII AK \<. I I KS. 

MR. MARRLK wn.i. \i -<> ai m ai; 
1 ins y.\ km xr,. 

Previous to the performance, an opening Ad- 
dress, written by a gentleman of this city, will be 
delivered by Mr". Harris. 

Monday evening, June 2-th. will be performed the 
Comedietta, entitled ' 

FOUR SISTERS; 

Or. Woman's Worth and Woman's Ways. 

Caroline Morton Mrs. Hunt 

Diana _ do 

Cgenia <lo 

Ellen do 

IWauchani]) Mr. Mossop 

Mr. Merlon I'hilLiiiiore 

Tom -Snaffle Meeker 

Susan... Mrs. Price 

Landlady Mrs. Stevens 

GRAND SPANISH DANCE, by Miss Homer 
Emigrant's Lament Mr. Mossop 

To be followed by the Yankee Comedy of the 

WOOL DEALER 

DEUTERONOMY DUT1FCJ MR. MARBLE 

Cnpt. Oakley Canoll 

C<<\. Cormslcy, with song of Rorv o More Mossop 

Mr. Waddle ; Phillimotc 

Slap Meeker 

Amanda Mrs. Price 

Highland Fling, Mis^ Homer 

The whole to conclude with the Farce of the 

YOUNG SCAMP 

lostiph, the Young Scamp MRS. HUNT 

Arthur Mr. Canoll 

Mildew Phillin-ore 

Cen'l Beau voir Rice 

Mrs. Manly Mrs. Price 

Mrs, Swan'sdown . Mrs. Stevens 

Kli/.i Miss Homer 

Admission. I >ress Circle, 50 cents: Parquette, 
25 cts.; 2nd Tier of Boxes, for colored persons. 
25 cts. No female admitted unless accompanied 
by a gentleman. Doors open at 1 .> past 7. Per- 
formance to commence at s o'clock precisely. 
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The and c v.- a- ln.:'gc, i "cprcseutativc. and fashionable. 
All the pioneers who had built the little city were then.. Their 
wives and daughters, mother-, and sweethearts were there 
with them. They were all as happy as tile genial manager, 
who was always cheerful, even in adversity. It was a new 
dawn for the little city, its sunrise of art, for it was then ins: 
ten years, three months, and twenty-four days old. with a 
population of hut u.ooo. The front of the house was not 
crowded with automobiles, or even with carriages, for pleasure 
vehicles were rare in those days and could not have been used 
had they been plentiful. The roads were not conducive to fast 
driving, and had wide gutters separating them from the side- 
walks, when the latter existed. None of the streets were paved, 
and the uneven, broken sidewalks with many steps were 
almost as bad as the middle of the roadway. Nor were thc 
n en in evening attire. They wore their swallow-tailed coals 
of blue cioth with brass button-, and bud waistcoats. The 
audience was an inspiration to the plavets. Auditois and 
actors w ere equally anxious to please each other. Those before 
the footlights skeined to say in their applause : " Followers of 
Shakespeare's calling you are welcome! You are among friends' 
I Mve us from the bounty of your art and we w ill give you our 
applause. And when the play is done, we will smile upon you 
with our friendship in your new home. Remember always 
that we desire to see ■ the players well bestowed.'" And the 
players, gladdened and inspired, spoke and acted with new 
spirit, as if they meant to say " We appreciate your welcome 
and we are grateful. We hope to be worthy of your approba- 
tion. Let us be friends." If the audience was an inspiration 
can less be said of the players? Were not Mrs. Louisa Hunt. 
I >an Marble, and John IV Rice on the bill that glorious history- 
making evening in June ? And has Chicago not been faithful 
to the memories of inimitable Mrs. Hunt, laughter-provoking 
1 >an Marble, and honest, noble John li. Rice? And you know, 
d.o you not. that Mrs. Louisa Hunt had been born Louisa Lane, 
that she was the brilliant comedienne who afterward married 
the io:ncdia:i of the company, (ieorge Mossop, and w ho after his 
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death, in became Mrs. John J>re\v, the greatest Mrs. Mala 

prop Chicago ever knew 0 The opening address, written by 
<1. W. Phillimore, a member of the company, and delivered by 
Ldwin Harris, was in three parts— " To The Audience." " To 
The Boxes," and " To The Pit." No one accused Mr. Phillimore 
of writing good poetry, but every one admitted that his heart 
was in the right place. A popular member of this company 
was Mrs. Rice, who was born Mary Ann Warren, a sister of 
William Warren and Mrs. Dan Marble. She made her debut as 
I lelen in " The Hunchback." July 26, 1S47. She retired from the 
stage in 1S54. and died at Colorado Reach. California, March 23. 
1 Mr. Rice was a man w hose word was as good as a bond. 
< )n one occasion the audience was offended at Barney Williams, 
who did something on the stage offensive to the Irish people 
present. They refused to allow Williams to proceed w;ith his 
lines, and then Mr. Rice appeared upon the scene, informed 
his patrons that if they allowed Mr. Williams to finish his per- 
formance and complete his engagement, he would give them 
his word of honor that Mr. Williams would never again be 
permitted to play at his theatre. The riot was quelled and 
Mr. Williams was never re-engaged. Among the men who 
came here to attend the Harbor and River Convention, and 
who patronized the playhouse, were Horace (irteley, who 
represented the .Wu- ]'ork Tribune; Thurlow Weed, wdio 
wrote for the W w York Ji: t t:/)ix Jottruol ', and Abraham 
Lincoln, the last named being then thirty-eight years of age 
and in Chicago for the first time. < >ne of the great attractions 
in those days was T. 1). Rice, of "Jim Crow" fame, who had 
dropped little Joseph Jefferson . ait of a bag when the latter, at 
the age of four, made his first appearance on the stage. Rice 
made his first appearance here on July 12, 1S47, as Cinger Blue, 
the Mummy, 111 " Mummy." The next night Jerry Merritield. 
w ho became a popular comedian here, made his first appear- 
ance as Peter Spyke in The Loan of a Lover." At this time 
Mrs. Hunt was featured as a stock star, and having a fondness 
for male roles won much favor in them. On July 28, 1S47, she 
appeared as Claude Melnotte to the Pauline of Mrs. Rice. The 
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populai .tt.;-.:- seen here i:i ',in.^ day* v,h James K. 
M.irdoek. who trod tin.- boards of a Chicago stage for ihc thv 
time on August 2. 1 -47. The play was •■ II. unlet." Mrs. Ilun: 
was the ( Jphelia . Mrs. Kite, the Oucen . Mr. Harris, the Cih^: : 
and Mr. Mossop, the Laertes. The next night Mr. Mr.rdoek 
played Koineo to Mrs. Hunt's Juliet. Actors were versatile m 
those day-. < >n September 11. 1-4-, Mr. Kyer, the tailor, slili 
an amateur, appeared as Hamlet, "by the adviee of his 
friends." The enthusiasm was so great that one admirer threw 
him a purse of $.*?. The stage in Chicago iias undergone main 
changes. The lamented Julia Dean, jilted, beautiful, and 
probably the most popular actress of her day. made her debut 
at Rice's on October 5, 1S4-, as Julia in "The Hunchback 
"Her smile was a language of itself: joy ami anguish. hope 
and fear: love and scorn flitted across her young face with tin 
grace of sunbeams and shadows , " 

James Hubert MeVieker made Ins fust appearance ii: 
Chicago. Tuesday. May 2, ivjv Mr. MeVieker. whose name 
was then spelt Ml Vicar, made his debut as Mr. Smith in " My 
Neighbor's Wife." Tin relations between MeVieker and Rice 
were always .,f the most cordial character. During the first 
week in June of i.-4S.an unusual state of affairs existed in 
Chicago. Five places of amusement were /men at one time 
Raymond \- Warhig's Menagerie was the place to see the 
elephant : Winter's Diorama, the place to sec "Jerusalem and 
the Court of Babvlon " : Rice's Theatre, the place to see acting ; 
Wincheil's entertainment, the place to hear good singing : and 
Tom Thumb was at the Court House, "the place to !>.. 
kissed", for a girl that had not been kissed by Tom Thumb 
felt like a spinster who had never had an oder of marriage. 
And all the notice that Kdwin Forrest received from the 
h -. t uiii^ Journal , after he had made his debut at Rice's or, 
June s. i>4s. was the following "A crowded audience were 
delighted with Mr. Forrest's Othello at the theatre las- 
evening. Mr Fenno. as I ago. was most superior, and Mrs. 
Hunt's De-demona, charming. To-night Mr. Forrest appears 
again in the character of Hamlet." And an enterprising 
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Cti/.e:i who Via'! felt tailed upon b> ask Mr. Forrest " h"\v he 
'iked Chicago", received this answer from the actor who had 
climbed up and down our sidewalks. " How do I like Chicago ? 

Why the whole place is set for • Mazeppa.'" And. so 

•ar as we know, the first actor in step out of the character and 
make a speech during or after a performance in Chicago was 
Fid win Forrest, who spoke at the conclusion of his first engage- 
•netit on Friday evening. June 2;. i>4>. after playing King 
hear for the first time here. Then came " the uohlcst Roman 
of them all." Junius Brutus Booth made his tirsi appearance 
• Friday. September 22. 1 in "Richard III." < >n Sep 
■ember 1. i-vp, Chicago had grown to in. 724 souls, and on 
November 25, i.*4>. the second season at Rice's closed. Mrs. 
Mossop. formerly .Mrs. Hunt, distinguishing herself by plaving 
Alfred Fvelvn in " Money." and Lucretia Borgia. Audi still 
the city was without good sidewalks, road ways, or gas. July 
i»fo, Mr. Rice began an experiment with grand opera, 
opening with " Fa Somnambula." the cast including Kliza 
Brienti. Miss Matthews. Mr. Manvers. and Mr. bubrcil!. The 
theatre was destroyed by tire July 30. i>;o. Loss $4.00*1. < hi 
February 3. iS;i. Mr. Rice o|>ened ins second theatre 011 '.he 
Name spot, but the entrance had been transferred to 1 >earbnrn 
Street. The new building was of brick and cost >>ii,oiio, Mr. 
Kicc mad.e a notable improvement by abolishing the pit. 
because of us noisy oecupnnts, and building a gallery at 
the top »>f the house, almost over the stage. The former pit 
was called the panpict and respectable people were then no 
longer afraid to see the play. The opening attraction at the 
new house was a triple bill " Love in Humble Life." "The 
Captain of the Watch," and -'The Ihimb P.eile."' Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. (lilbert were members of the companv. the now- 
revered " Hear old Mrs. < lilbert. " being then a popular dancer. 
It was lu re that John ldllon. " recently graduated from a New 
York corner! saloon." made his first local appearance. In i-M. 
Rice's Chicago 'I'heatre was converted into a business house. 
Meanwhile another theatre was opened. This was North's 

Amphitheatre, wirch stood on the south side of Monroe Street. 

8'. 



east of Wells Street. Its maiia^tr, Levi J. North. offered a 
unique entertainment, inasmuch as the drama was preceded 
by a circus, the stage being built on wheels and run over the 
circus ring. It was afterward known as the National Theatre 
and existed until 11(14. 

Thursday evening, November 5, i>37. McVicker's Theatre 
was opened. The stock company was large and representative 
and appeared in "The Honeymoon" and •The Rough dia- 
mond." H. A. Perry, who appeared as the Duke Aranza. was 
an admired actor of his day. Kdwiu Booth's first appearance 
was made here May 31. iS?s. aj)pearing in - A New Way l>> 
Pay Old Debts," followed by -Richelieu,'' John Howard 
Payne's "Brutus" and "Richard III." All the great actors 
of that period played at McVicker's, Edward A. Sothern mak- 
ing his debut in iSf.i. James II. Ilaekett, the great Falstaff of 
that day. in 1S65, and Mrs. Mary P. Scott-Siddons in i56o. 
The theatre was remodeled in 1S64, and in 1 Sos Joseph Jeffer 
son produced " Rip Van Winkle " for the first time here. The 
theatre was rebuilt in i>;i, at a cost of $oo,<xh>, and rc-opened 
with " Extremes" six weeks before the great fire of October o. 
1 87 1 . when it was burned with the rest of Chicago. Again 
the theatre was rebuilt, and rc-opened August jc, 1 S 7 2 , with 
Douglas Jerrold's - Time Works Wonders." In 1SS5 the theatre 
was again remodeled. On August 2<>, 1800, during a run of 
" Shenandoah." it was again destroyed by fire. It rose from 
its ashes on March 31. 1S0-2, Joseph Jefferson. William J. 
Florence. Mrs. John Drew. Miss Viola Allen, and Frederick 
Paulding appearing in "The Rivals." After Mr. McVicker 
died on March 7. 1S00. the theatre was conducted by Mrs. 
McVicker, who, on May 1. iSos, leased it for a term of years 
to Jacob Litt. who, in 1002. purchased the entire property from 
Mrs. McVicker. It was Something of a coincidence that Mrs. 
McVicker leased the theatre to Mr. Litt just fifty years minus 
a day after the date of her husband's professional debut in 
Chicago. The story of McVicker's Theatre would Jill many a 
volume. All the great actors of the day appeared here for 
a period of fortv vears, most of the great names of the dramatic 
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ami musical professions having brightened the history of this 
house. Not only the famous stars, but many of trie best know n 
stock actors won favor here, for during the greater portion of 
Mr. McVicker's career the great stars were supported by the 
stock company of the house And on many occasions the in- 
imitable Mr. MeVicker would himself appear either at the head 
of his own company or in the support of eminent stars like 
Charlotte Cushman or Kdwin Booth. His most memorable per- 
formances were those ol Mr. Simp-on to the Mrs. Simpson of 
Charlotte Cushman in "Simpson \ Co.." and of the First 
Grave Digger in " Hamlet." Dogberry in - Much Ado About 
Nothing," Bottom in ••Midsummer's Night," ami Launcelot 
Gobbo in "The Merchant of Venice." when Kdwin Booth was 
the star. These tive roles were distinctively his own. Mr. 
MeVicker was a comedian and a manager in the true sense 
of the word, and as a citizen of Chicago he was so popular 
and so public-spirited that his memory will never be dimmed 
by time. 

Still another famous playhouse was Colonel Wood's Museum 
at u i-i 17 Randolph Street, which was opened with a number of 
curiosities August 17, 1S63, and in November, ism, converted 
into a playhouse, when " The Bohemian Girl" was given by 
the Ilolman Opera Company. "The Lady of Lyons" was 
the first play given, and for some time eminent players of 
this day, such as Frank E Aiken, McKee Rankin. William 
J. LeMoyne. ami Owen Faweett, were admired members of 
the stock company, which was so popular that before the lire, 
when long runs were unknown, "The Ticket of Leave Man" 
was played consecutively for six weeks. 

And all Chicago remembers Crosby's Opera House, which 

stood on the north side of Washington Street, between 1 >ear- 

borti and State Streets, and opened with " II Trovatore," 

April 26. 1S05, at a cost of $500,000. by J. Grau's Italian 

Opera Company. Miss Clara Louise Kellogg, now Mrs. Carl 

Strakosch, was a member of the company. Here the great 

spectacular plays of the day, "The Black Crook." "The White 

Fawn," and " The Field of the Cloth of Gold " were given, as 
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wci! as a"/, tin- great opera* and ( ievnian dramas, for here 
Fanny Janauschek and Marie Seebach played the tragedies ot 
Schrllcr am'. Coethe. And on this stage the citizens of Chicago 
presenti-d a silver wreath to Madame Janauschek, Dr. Fvnst 
Schmidt being (lie spokesman of the occasion. And mm- the 
great tragedian is practically dying in want. Like the other 
playhouses, Crosby's Opera House, which was to be re -dedi- 
cated by the Theodore Thomas Orchestra. Marie Kreb>. 
pianist, and Hernhard Listemann. violinist, on Monday. Octo- 
ber -i. was burned to the -round that morning, the 

orchestra reaching Twenty-second Street on its way from the 
Fa*!. At the time it was said that Theodore Thomas differed 
from Nero inasmuch as he roamed away while his fiddles w ere 
burning. 

Xo less than three theatres were named after Frank F. 
Aiken. Chicago's popular leading man of that day. For a 
time Wood's Museum was known as Aiken's Theatre, after 
Col. J. H. Wood retired. Another Aiken's Theatre was built 
on the east side of Dearborn Street, one block south of the 
>pot where Rice's Chicago Theatre had stood.- It was opened 
January, i >(.«,. by a stock company playing " Cyril's Success. " 
In August, i sou, it was transformed into the Dearborn Theatre 
and occupied by Fmerson. Allen & Manning's Minstrels and 
other attractions, such as Charles Wyndham in the Robertson 
comedies. Still another Aiken's Theatre was erected at the 
northwest corner of Wabash Avenue and Congress Street, and 
opened October 7, 1*72, bv the Theodore Thomas Orchestra. 
Here Anton Rubinstein and Wienawski gave their memorable 
concerts. Here Lawrence Barrett produced •• Julius Ca-sar." 
and while playing Cassius stepped out of the role to speak Marc- 
Antony's oration, Frank Lawier being the Marc Antony. The 
theatre was burned in the second Chicago tire of July 14. 1*74. 
Meanwhile other places of amusement were opened. They 
mc'.udcd Bryan Hall, at '7 and -1 Clark Street, built in 1-O0 
for concerts ; the first Academy of Music at 124 Washington 
Street, opened December- 1. i *«'.;;. a ltd devoted to Arling- 
ton. Kellv. Leon \ D- ninikers Mi:i<fv-s. and later- -o Fnglish 
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opera bv the late Slur Campbell a:i<l the present William 
I'a-'Jt : the first Olympic Theatre . at the northwest earner of 
Clark ami Monroe Streets, < >pened Jvilv 15. 1 . hv Arlington's 
Minstrels, ami the <i lobe Theatre mi Dcspkunes Street, between 
Madison ami Washington Streets. opened November -i. is 70. 
I>y a slock company playing " The Rivals." The last named 
was the only theatre that escaped the lire. 

After the ^reat tire the w alls of the old l'o-tot'riee at Dear- 
horn and Monroe Streets were utilized as the framework of a 
theatre that was opened January 11, 1^75. with a buries, pa- 
under Leonard drover's management. J. II. Havetly reeou 
slrucled it in and called it I lavetiv's Theatre, opening it 

with the (.'olvdle Folly Company in " The Babes in the Woods." 
It was used as a theatre until i<>o. when it was demolished. 
It was here, on April 1, 1-75, that Will J. Davis, who had been 
associated with W. W. Cole of Ct rover iV Cole, first came into 
view professionally, as J. II. Haverly's trusted lieutenant. Mr 
1 >avis >*rowin<< to be the dean aimmir local managers. During 
1 S77 and 1-7^. Mr. I >avis was not associated with this house, 
hut he returned in 1 s 7 1 ( , and everv faithful Chiea^oan is vjrate- 
i:d to him for his share of the prosperity of this house that 
first introduced us to such distinct and lasting successes as the 
Chicago Church Choir Company, Her Majesty's kalian Opera 
Company, the Carleton Opera Company, and the Chicago 
Ideals. 

A -real ami v;ood man to whom Chicago is indebted for 
much was the late Richard M. llo .ley. familiarly and rever- 
ently called • I'ncle Dick Hoolcy " Mr. Mooley came 1'are 
from Brooklyn in 1-7... ami transformed Bryan Hall into a 
handsome theatre caller 1 Ilooley's < Ipera House. It was opened 
January .\ e;i, i>y Hooh-y's Minstrels, and when it was 
destroyed in the vjreat lire Mrs. J". W. Lander : Jean Dawn- 
port ) was to appear in an Kurdish version of ( tiaeometti's 
• Kli/abeth," For a while Mr Hooley had a stock company 
in conjunction with I" rank K. Aiken, with Mr Aiken as lead- 
' ui>- man. the first play bem^ •' The Two Thorn*. " After the 
fire the '.ilea: re wa< rebuilt, and after heir.-' vailed the Coliseum 



and Hamlin's Theatre, w as remodeled in i*>o, and called the 
Grand Opera House, and leased to John A. Hamlin. 1 
was opened September, iv-u, by Hocy & Hardy in "A 
Child of the State.'' Mr. Will J. Davis was acting manager 
of the (irand Opera House at this time ami remained there 
two years. giving the house its legitimate start. After the 
great tire Mr. Hooky built Hooky's Theatre on Randolph 
Street, east of La Salle, and opened it October 17, 1S72, 
with the Abbott-Kiralfy Company. In and 1-77 it was 
known as Haverly's, and then restored to Mr. Hooley and 
his partner, Simon Ouinlan. Later Mr. Hooky became its 
exclusive manager and remained so until his death in Sep- 
tember, Here for some years Mr. Hooley had an excep- 
tional stock company that included at different times such well- 
known players as James O'Neill, William H. Crane, Harry 
Murdoek, John Webster, John Dillon, George Ryer, George 
Giddens, Nate Salsbury. Louise Hawthorne. Minnie Doyle, 
Nellie McIIenry, Sidney Cow-ell, Susan Denin, and last, but not 
least, the famous Mrs. Clara Fisher Maeder. May 1. iS()8,the 
theatre passed from the control of the Hooley estate into the 
hands of Harry J. Powers, who had lx?eu associated with the 
house since October 15. 1 S77, when the attraction was Jarrett it- 
Palmer's il Sardanapalus." and who gave it the name of Powers' 
Theatre, although the favorite name of "The Parlor Home of 
Comedy '' still clings to it. After a complete reconstruction 
based on designs by Benjamin H. Marshal, who afterward 
became the architect of the Illinois and Iroquois theatres, it was 
opened as Powers' Theatre. August 22. i*<>>. with Effie Shannon 
and Herbert Kelcey in Clyde Fitch's, " The Moth and the 
Flame." For thirty-one years this playhouse has made theatri- 
cal history. Most of the eminent players and singers of the 
generation have appeared upon its boards, and here many of 
our younger actors have made their local debuts as stars. Here, 
since Mr. Powers first became connected with the house, we 
have seen Lawrence- Barrett. Clara Morris. Robson and Crane, 
Fanny Janauschek. Fanny Davenport, Helena Modjcska 
K. A. Sot hern. John T. Raymond. John MeCullough. Nat C. Good- 
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win. Emma Abbott, Clara Louise Kellogg. George S. Knight, 
l-otta. E H. Sothern. Mrs. Scott-Siddotis. Maggie Mitchell, 
Genevieve Ward, Roland Reed, Minnie Maddern, Annie Pixley. 
Henry E. Dixey, Rosina Yokes. Mr. and Mrs. Kendall, Mar- 
garet Mather, E. S. Willard, Eleonora I) use, Ada Rehan. Olga 
Xethersole, William Gillette, John Hare. John Drew, Sol Smith 
Russell, Julia Arthur, Julia Marlowe. Maude Adams, Sir Henry 
Irving, Ellen Terrv, and a host of others, many of whom 
have passed into the Great Hereafter. No wonder then that 
to old and young this playhouse, which has ever maintained 
the highest standard, is indeed a " Home." 

John R. Carson built a theatre on Monroe Street, l>etween 
Dearborn and Clark, and called it Haverly's. It was opened 
Monday, September 12, 1 > S 1 . by Robson and Crane with 
•Twelfth Night." It was managed by J. H. Haverly and 
afterward by C. H. McConnell, during whose regime Mr. 
Will J. Davis was his acting manager. < >n the last night of the 
second engagement of Henry Irving and Ellen Terry. Satur- 
day, January 31. 1 s ,s 5 , Ellen Terry christened the house the 
Columbia Theatre. In iSS<) Mr. Carson offered his house out 
of hand to Mr. Will J. Davis, who associated himself with Mr 
Al Hayman. then of San Francisco in a ten year lease of the 
theatre, and on Friday afternoon, March 30, 1000, during an en- 
gagement of the Rogers Brothers, it was destroyed by fire 
Other theatres built from time to time were: 
Myers' Opera House, on Monroe Street, between State and 
Dearborn Streets; Samuel Myers, manager; opened Septem- 
ber 23. 1S72. 

The Standard, afterward the Bijou, at the corner of Jackson 
and Halsted Streets; built by a Mr. Townsend of this city. 
ojKftied by Fay Templeton in "Girorle-Girotia" December 31. 1 SS3, 

Chicago Opera House, at the corner of Washington and 
Clark Streets; opened by John W. Norton & Co., with David 
Henderson as manager, August in, 1SS5. with Thomas W. 
Keene in '• Richard III." 

The new Chicago Theatre, now the Olympic Theatre 
on Clark Street, between Lake and Randolph; opened by 



James H. McWki; in August, w.th --Apple Blossoms.' 

Called the < t'.vmpic, in May, 

I i< >pkins' Theatre. • »n State Street r.ear 1 larrxm. was opened 
"iv Robert (iraham in " Wanted a Partner,'' ( >ctolxr i, i' s 4. 

'I 'm Windsor Theatre, later the Lincoln, <<n Xorth (.."lark 
Street, near 1 >ivision. was opened September to. i ->o. 

The Ilaymarket Theatre on We-t Madison Street, near 
HaUted. was dedicated by Thomas Keene in •- Riehard 111" 
Ikcember 24, 1.^7. tinder tile management oi' Mr. Will J. 
I 'avis. Thomas W. Keene had the distinction o?' opening tw«« 
I .'hvav;-*. playhouses with the same play. 

Baker's Theatre, afterward Hav'.iii's. and now the C'olum- 
bus. was opened with "The Pearl of Pekin " Xovember ', 
1 — . and leased to J. H. Havlin May 27. i->*o. % 

The Clark Street Theatre, on Xorth Clark and Michigan 
Streets : opened by II. R. Jacobs, with Said Pasha," < »ctober 

2~ . I * * 1 1. 

The Alhambra. on State and Nineteenth Street-, was opened 
by the Km ma Jneh Grand English < >pera Company in •• Kaust." 
September I . I "vh >. 

The Schiller' Theatre, later the 1 >earborn and now the 
fiarriek. was opened in September, im:. with four weeks of 
German comedy, and dedicated to the Bullish drama with 
• Cdotiana." October 17. 1*02. 

The Great Xorthern Theatre, A. M. Painter, manager, was 
'-pene<l by Henry Miller in •• Heartsease." November m 1-00. 

Ti.ie Auditorium was dedicated by President Harrison and 
Adelina Patti, Monday. December ts.s,. Gounod's " Romeo 
and Juliet "' was ^iven the next ni^ltt with Mine. Patti as Juliet. 

The Studebaker. on Michigan B> ndevard . between Van Bm en 
and Congress Streets, was opened with a concert September 20. 
i and was first use* 1 , as all opera house by the thistle Square 
Company in " Faust." Monday. April ;,. \ *<y\. 

The opening of the Illinois Theatre, 0:1 Jackson Boulevard. 
Monday evening. < >ctober 15. 1000. with Julia Marlowe in Clyde 
Pitch 's •■ Barbara Krietchie " marked a new era. inasmuch as 
-t was the f-rst time in 'he history of C-.ha-.o '-.at a playhouse 
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wa- >-'<;. v:;:< a:.-' s. •v.;.i-.yv>l ti.- atrkal ; <l; : ■ 

Tin :v a-t s. ve-.e older '.louses i:i New York. Philadelphia, a:-.'. 
Savannah. Ca. . that aiv similarly built and used, bat tin-v an 
tli>. important e\ee] it i mi; s to an a]ni<>-t unanimous rale. I: 
was built by the Havtnai! tV Dav-s Cm., with Mr. Will J. I '. • • 
;in manager While it was b« 'Hi;' built all sorts of names were 
sui»'y;esU-d. Mr. Davis making a plea b>r a name that won hi 
synibi »l:cal of the eit\ 's history Finally Charles Frohmai: 
saiii: Whv riMl eal! it tiic Illinois -" Ami Illinois it beeanie. 
and \\o-thiiy s,,,as something of a rebuke to the naming 
theatres either after iii'li\ iduak or in imitation of some Kne,ii-' 
name to whieh its birth and eatverare wholly foreign. And .-o. 
to-day, the Illinois Theatre, after a career of a little over thixe 
years, typifies all that is most beautiful and £>><>d in the mode- : 
theatre. Like the tirst playhouse Chicago ever had. it- name 
is Indian, It is also noteworthy that the arehitect of the Ilhr.o:- 
is probably the youngest man w ho ever designed a theatre, b.r 
Benjamin II. Marshal- was barely twenty six years of a;<e "her, 
the Illinois beeanu- a reality. 

When the new playhou.se that is now beia;< dedieated u ; (> 
hrst ])hmned, Mr. Will J. Davis was ready with a name for it. 
a name that would be a tribute \<> the first inhabitants of thi- 
eontiuent. Mr Davis" devotion to the history of the Indian- 
has been eotistant. and he was deeply impressed by the fact 
that in early thu s they were led by the Iroquois composed o- 
the Five Nations, afterward the Six Nations, for the Scneeas 
Mohawks. <hiouda-<as < Mieidas. and Cayugas were, in 
jomed by the Tuseaforas. So this theatre, designed t<- be a 
leader was uanie<l the Iroquois. And it is interesting to not. 
that it was on the anniversary of the nation's birth that Mr 
Marshall prepared the rirst designs for the new house, namely 
on July 4. i •>>'-'. < »ttr tirst inhabitants ear, not be forgotten, 
when, in our search for wholes, .me amusement and in stria - 
turn, we remember that our tirst and latest playhouses wer.. 
called respectively Sau-^anash, and In .quo is 
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